
Yr. 11 Parent Information 
Evening
23rd September 2021

Welcome back!



The road ahead…



What do we know?

• Exams will go ahead in Summer 2022.
• These will be at the usual time – 2nd week in May the likely first exam.
• The details of individual exam specifications (content / assessment) 

before any changes.
• Some changes to assessed topics / content have already been agreed.
• Further changes are being consulted upon by OFQUAL.  The results of 

this consultation will be shared when published. These are specific to 
certain subjects and involve choices of content / changes to NEA.

• The dates of results days will be published shortly.





How are GCSE Grades derived?



Grade 4 = average % of 
students that achieved grade 

4, in the last 3 years.

Bottom 40% of 
population = Grade 4 
and below.

Grade 8 = mid point 
between Grade 7 & 

Grade 9.

Grade 7 = average % of 
students that achieved grade 

7, in the last 3 years.
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Grade 9 = % of grade 7, 
divided by 2, plus 7 %.
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Where will you sit within the national distribution?
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Grade 5 = average % of 
students that achieved grade 

5, in the last 3 years.



Real life…

• 778,858 students sat Maths in 2019.
• 16.1% / 125,396 students got a grade 7 or higher. 
• 653,462 got lower than a grade 7.
• 59.6% / 463,420 students got a grade 4 or higher. 
• 315,438 got lower than a grade 4.

Where will your efforts place you?



59.6% / 463,420 students got 
a grade 4 or higher. 

653,462 got lower 
than a grade 7.

16.1% / 125,396 students 
got a grade 7 or higher. 
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Where will you sit within the national distribution?

9
Worked example – GCSE Maths 2019

Real life…

778,858 students sat GCSE Maths 
in 2019.

315,438 got lower 
than a grade 4.





What could they do?





Maximise lesson time!



What else could they do? 

www.gcsepod.com

http://www.gcsepod.com/


In school
30%

Out of 
school
70%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…and on average, 70% of students were using GCSEPod when they were out of school. Those that did, saw a BIG impact on their results as shown here.  



Start now and use often
Just like training for a 
marathon, you need to 
start early and train little 
and often. 

Students who used 
GCSEPod over the WHOLE 
year, not just during 
exams, achieved greater 
results. 



How you access GCSEPod?

OPTION 1 – Via any browser on 
your computer, laptop, tablet or 
phone.  Just go to 
www.gcsepod.com

OPTION 2 – Via the iPhone and 
Android apps which are free to 
download from the apple store 
and play store. 

http://www.gcsepod.com/


To login:
Click sign on with Office 365

Follow the on screen prompts

Enter your personal details; Name, DOB, School 

Then set your username and password as per 
the prompts. You need to do this to use the 
app!

After this you will just use Office 365 single sign 
on when using a PC.



Don’t just watch – TRY CHECK & CHALLENGE 
ACTIVITIES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you come across a really useful diagram or explanation, take a screenshot on your phone.  Next time you are waiting for the bus, flick through those digital flash cards and try and remember the information on each one. 



Target: 

Watch 150 
pods this 
academic 
year!



How are they doing so far?

10% of Yr 11 students 
achieved the annual 

usage objective in the 
last academic year. 

(Yr 10)



How are they doing so far?



Competition time:

www.gcsepod.com

There will be weekly competitions (with prizes!)

This week: (before 20/09/21)
Activate your account.

Download the app.

Watch at least 10 pods next week.

Attempt at least 1 check and challenge activity.

A winner will be drawn at random from all those 
who have achieved the above before 20/09/21

Prizes delivered at mentor time on 24/09/21

http://www.gcsepod.com/


What else will we be sharing?
• Further impactful strategies for revision via assemblies.
• Key briefing updates around final decisions regarding changes to assessed 

content.
• Key dates as they are released.
• Details around intervention and specific targeted support as opportunities arise.

What will we not be doing?
• Extending the school week.
• Insisting students or teachers attend or deliver extra generic lessons or 

revision outside the school day.
• Creating a sense of panic – our students will be very well prepared for the 

exams they sit.



Key dates:

Mock exams: 
Start: Mon 22/11/21 Finish: Fri 03/12/21

Results day: 
Date: TBC (August)

Start of exams: 
Date: TBC (May)

6th Form applications: 
Open: 18/10/21

Parents evening: 
14/10/21 (online)

6th Form applications: 
Close: 28/01/22Parents evening: 

17/02/22 (online)

6th Form open evening: 
07/10/21



Looking ahead and making applications for next steps

Attend Open Evening events – we advise students to attend and apply to more than one provider

Sixth Form Open Evening

Thursday 7th October 2021

6pm- 8.30pm

Sixth Form Applications 
Open

Friday 8th October

Year 11 Parents Evening

Thursday 14th October

Sixth Form Applications 
Close

Friday 28th January

What would you like to study?
Meet our teachers and staff and plan your 

application.
Apply when you are ready- you might 
want to see your Mock Results first.

Make an action plan 
for success with 

your teachers- make 
sure you secure the 
grades you need for 

next steps

Come to 
interview to 
discuss your 
application

Two thirds of our top achievers join our successful Sixth Form 



Questions to ask when visiting Post 16 Providers

How many 
hours of 
taught 

content will I 
receive per 

subject?

How can I 
get support 

from my 
teachers 

outside of 
lessons?

What extra 
provision is 
included in 

my 
programme?

Who will get 
to know me 
and support 
me to grow?

What 
happens if 

I’m 
struggling or 

if I fail the 
first year?

How will you 
support my 

future 
ambitions?

How did you 
deliver 

continuity of 
learning in 
2020/21 ?

What extra 
and super 
curricular 

opportunities 
are there and 
are they open 

to all?

Can I meet 
and talk to 

current 
students 

about their 
experiences?

Are these 
the best 

choices if I 
want to…? 

Sixth Form life is effectively 5 terms



What are the practical 
issues? How will I get 

there?

What are the advantages 
of somewhere new? Do I 

need a fresh start?

What are the advantages 
of joining the Sixth Form 
here? Will it be the same 

elsewhere?

What else do I want to do 
that’s new over the next 

two years?

Does it matter if I do 
something different to my 

friends?



It was lovely seeing you when I handed in that book last week and true to 
my word I thought I’d update you haha. 

I’ve now officially been here a week and completed freshers. I went out a 
few times which was fun and on Monday the student union had Chris 
Stark from radio one which was so much fun. Most importantly I’ve not 
given up on reading as I have joined the book club society which was 
really nice as it reminded me a bit of our English lessons. 

I’m in a flat with 7 other girls and luckily we all get on really well and a 
few girls from my course also live in my block so everything is falling into 
place. On Tuesday I have my first lecture which I’m really looking forward 
to just to get a sense of normality really. 

One of the reasons I chose here was because it seemed so warm like sixth 
form so without you and all the other teachers making it so lovely I 
wouldn’t have been drawn to applying here! 

As long as it doesn’t add another job to an overflowing to do list I’d also 
really appreciate if you just passed on to all of my old teachers my 
appreciation for everything :) 

Trust your 
instincts

Ask 
questions

Plan for 
success
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