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Friday 17th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Summer 

 

In spite of stating that my letter sent on Wednesday would be my last letter for this term, I am writing to you 

one more time before we break for the summer as it occurred to me that in the absence of our traditional 

Celebration Assembly at the end of this term I needed to do so. Usually at this time of year there are 

members of staff who leave our school and move onto pastures new either due to relocation or because of a 

promotion to a post that is already filled here. Towards the end of our assembly on the last day of the summer 

term I take the opportunity to say a few words of thanks and best wishes to our departing colleagues. Out of 

respect to you and our students I felt compelled to send this letter as my way of letting our students know who 

they will not be seeing in school when we return in September. 

The colleagues that we are saying farewell, thank you and good luck to are as follows: 

Ms Johns joined us as a part time German teacher in September 2018 and is going on to conclude her 

training with the NCT; 

Mr Maher who first joined us in September 2006 and then subsequently re-joined us in September 2019. He 

is moving onto the Oxted School as a teacher of mathematics; 

Ms Markham joined us last September, but has achieved her ambition of relocating and has secured a 

position as a teacher of science at the Westfield Academy in Yeovil; 

Ms Ballantine joined us as a teacher of mathematics in September 2018. She is moving back to Ireland and 

getting married, so congratulations to her;  

Ms Culleton joined us as a teacher of business studies in September 2018 and she is moving back to Ireland 

and has secured a position as a teacher in Dublin; 

Nr Hunt joined us as a trainee science teacher through the Schools Direct programme in September 2016 

and after qualifying in July 2017 secured a position at another school as we did not have a vacancy at the 

time, but we did a year later and so Mr Hunt came back to us in September 2018. He and his family have 

been looking to relocate to the west country and Mr Hunt has managed to secure a position in Cornwall; 

Catherine Gardner joined us as head of music in September 2017 and since then has got married and started 

a family. She is joining De Stafford School as a part time music teacher; 

Ms Hardy joined us in September 2016 as a teacher of German. After successfully covering the maternity 

leave for our Head of MFL Faculty she has secured the position of Head of MFL at The Ashcombe School; 

Ms Oliver joined us in September 2012 and has since gone to become our deputy head of science and then 

acting head of science this academic year. Ms Oliver is going abroad to teach science at the Diatmika School 

in Bali, but she has avowed to return to us one day. 

Mrs Pentney is taking early retirement this summer. Mrs Pentney joined us as an LA in September 2004, she 

subsequently went onto become an unqualified teacher of English before completing her training with us and 

becoming a newly qualified teacher in September 2009. Prior to joining our school Mrs Pentney was a police 

officer for 17 years so it is fair to say that she has devoted her entire working life to public service! We thank 

Mrs Pentney for her fantastic commitment to our school and we wish her and her husband every happiness 

as they embark upon their next great adventure. 

 

Thank you to the many Year 11 families who joined me and the Sixth Form Leadership Team at our virtual 

Sixth Form Information Evening held on Tuesday this week. We were grateful for the helpful questions that 

were asked online after the short presentations. 
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Please find attached with this letter a letter from the NCS aimed at our Year 11 students. It is open to all Year 

11 students, not just the ones who had signed up to the superb opportunities offered each year by the NCS. I 

should like to take this opportunity to remind Year 11 that we will be holding our Year 11 Prom at Lingfield 

Park on Friday 23rd October. I also propose to hold our traditional Final Year 11 Assembly on Thursday 22nd 

October at 14:00 in the school hall. This assembly will be followed by a barbecue in the courtyard, weather 

permitting. Our current Year 11 students who are not in our Sixth Form are invited to come into school at 

lunchtime to meet up with their peers and teachers before we move into the hall for a prompt start at 14:00. 

 

As I had not heard back from the Copthorne Gatwick hotel following my phone call to them at the start of last 

week I went into the hotel on Wednesday evening to enquire as to why I had not received a phone call or 

email regarding my request to secure an alternative date for our Sixth Form Ball. I was subsequently 

contacted Wednesday night by the manager who was most helpful and confirmed that we have secured the 

date of Friday 8th January 2021 for our Sixth Form Ball. I hope that this date works for current Year 13 

students and that those who are at university are able to leave their return to their studies until the weekend 

after our Sixth Form Ball.     

 

Many of our Year 10 students submitted their letters of application to become members of our Student 

Headship Team before the lockdown was announced on 18th March. The applications received still stand, but 

I know that there are also students who did not apply because of the disruption due to the Coronavirus and 

lockdown. There will be another opportunity to apply to become a member of the Student Headship Team for 

2020/2021 when students return on Monday 7th September. Applications from Year 11 students in September 

should be submitted to reception by 08:20 on Wednesday 9th September. 

 

Our Senior Head Girl, Sam Berkeley and I were on BBC Radio Surrey this morning following their invitation to 

me and Sam to be part of a broadcast about leaving school after 7 years of study and the absence of rites of 

passage such as final assembly and prom. Sam excelled herself in speaking on behalf of our students and 

was an absolute credit to herself and her family. I was able to tell the DJ that we will be holding our Year 11 

Prom and Sixth Form Ball and that nothing will get in our way! 

 

I am very much looking forward to our return in September. I should like to remind our students and families 

that when we return it will be back to our usual standards of full school uniform. Lockdown has afforded some 

the opportunity to experiment with hair styles in terms of shaving or dyeing hair. I am giving notice well in 

advance of our return for students on Monday 7th September that complying with full school uniform, in terms 

of natural looking hair without shaved areas or patterns, business like leather or leather look shoes (not 

suede), and no jewellery apart from a single plan silver or gold stud (of 5mm or less in diameter) in the ear 

lobe will be required for students to remain in school. Failure to comply will result in students being sent home 

to correct any aspect of their school uniform that does not meet our uniform expectations. 

    

We have a modern building and great facilities here at our school, but I have always believed that a school is 

not about the grounds and facilities; it is about the people: students and staff (with families and governors 

supporting from behind) and the school community that we all help to create for ourselves. We have some 

students and staff in the building today, but it is a small proportion of our school community. Oriel High School 

is missing having all the students and staff in the building and I share that feeling too. As I have said already I 

am very much looking forward to welcoming every member of our school community back in September. In 

the meantime, I do hope that you and your family have a wonderful time over the summer. I thank you again 

for your tremendous support over these most unusual times.      

 

With my very best wishes to you and your family    

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


