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Wednesday 15th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

As we approach the end of this extraordinary term and break for the summer I wanted to take this 

opportunity to thank you for your understanding and great support that you have provided me and my 

colleagues. I know that many families have had to make sacrifices and in some cases cope with severe 

financial hardship due to lockdown and I do not for one moment underestimate the difficulties that our 

families have had to deal with in these most unusual times. In recognition of the financial hardships 

faced by a number of families we fully refunded all families who had paid money for the activity that their 

son / daughter was going to participate in during our Activities Week which of course had to be cancelled 

due to lockdown. This action has cost the school £65K and we are working on recovering the money, but 

have yet to receive any. We knew at the time of making the decision to fully refund our families that 

recovering the money was bound to be a long and protracted affair and so we swiftly took the right 

course of action to ensure that families were not out of pocket in these difficult times.   

 

In this my final letter before we break for summer, I should also like to take this opportunity to thank our 

students for the resilience that they have showed during lockdown. Many of our students have really 

stepped up and demonstrated a sense of independence and maturity beyond their years and I 

congratulate them.  

 

I remain very grateful to the staff who have been supporting our students in school and / or with home 

learning. As someone who always looks for the silver lining, the newly developed skills for many 

colleagues with virtual teaching and the associated resources will come into good use next year whether 

or not there is further disruption. We are planning to continue with the development of our online learning 

provision in the new academic year because we believe it will be beneficial for students as part of their 

learning in general and in particular when preparing for examinations. 

 

There has been and will continue to be speculation about schools and their ways of operating in the new 

academic year and revised guidance from the Department for Education and Public Health England is 

expected to be published on 11th August. 

Following the guidance published on 2nd July I have been through a consultation process with our trade 

union representatives and our governing body and I am pleased to be able to confirm that we intend to 

open fully to all students when the new academic year for students begins on Monday 7th September. 
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We hope to open fully without any alterations to timetable or structures, but as you would expect we also 

have a fully worked through contingency plan depending upon the situation with the Coronavirus and the 

R number and rates of infection. In the contingency model there are some alterations to our normal 

timetable, but in essence from your point of view and that of our students whether it is a normal timetable 

or the contingency model it will be the case that all students will be expected to arrive at school at the 

normal time, wearing their full school uniform and with their necessary equipment, and they will finish 

school at the normal time.  

Please be assured that we have taken steps to mitigate against risks of infection through sensible 

precautions such as: 

hand sanitisers will be installed all over the school;  

foot pedal operated lidded bins will be placed in every room;  

classroom doors and windows will be kept open for ventilation; 

students will be expected to carry their books and equipment to and from school and not leave their 

books in classrooms; 

student desks will be facing the front of the room wherever possible. 

 

There is therefore no need for students to be overly concerned about September; we know some may 

feel a little anxious about returning if they have not been in school since Friday 20th March, but once 

again we have a plan in place to support those students. 

 

I will be writing to you again in the week commencing 31st August to formally welcome our students back 

and to welcome our new Year 7 students into our school community. I fully anticipate that I will also be 

confirming that all students should arrive in good time for morning registration on Monday 7th September 

starting at the usual time of 08:20. I am hoping that many of our Year 11 students will return to us in the 

Sixth Form and continue their partnership working with us that has been disrupted due to the pandemic.  

I wish our Year 13 students every happiness and success for the future and hope to see as many of 

them as possible on 13th August when their results are issued at our school. As both Year 11 and Year 

13 know from my previous letters I am firmly committed to us coming back together at the Year 11 Prom 

and the Sixth Form Ball! 

 

Once again, I remain very grateful to you for your support. 

I hope that you and your family continue to stay safe and well and that you are able to enjoy some 

relaxing time together over the weeks ahead. 

 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


