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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

I hope that you and your family are keeping well. We are working hard on our preparations to fully reopen the 

school in September. We have worked through the guidance document recently published by the 

government’s Department for Education (DfE) and Public Health England (PHE) and assessed the 

implications for us as a school. I have sent a consultation document to our trade union representatives for 

their consideration and will be meeting with them this afternoon. Following this phase of the consultation I will 

put the agreed proposal to our governing body at our Full Governing Body meeting next week.  

As I have stated previously we are committed to the full reopening of our school to students on Monday 7th 

September because of the data on the R number, rates of infections and deaths in our area and school 

community. The latest evidence still suggests that we can reopen fully providing we make some alterations 

and additions to our way of working as a school. These alterations and additions have been described in my 

consultation document. Once the consultation process has been completed with the trade union 

representatives and our governing body I will be sending another letter to you to explain the adjustments we 

have made for a successful full reopening of our school. 

 

As I mentioned in my letter last week we are continuing to develop our online provision though our new hybrid 

learning model and this development work will continue into the new academic year. As you know I do hope 

that there will be no disruption to the new academic year at any point, but with a number of countries 

experiencing a second wave of coronavirus it is important that we build upon our experience of being able to 

deliver teaching and learning in a different way should the need arise. We have to be prepared for a national 

or local lockdown or even a partial closing of our school whereby one or more of our year groups are told to 

self-isolate for two weeks. Once again, I hope that such measures do not need to take place, but you would 

expect us to have plans in place should they be needed at any point. 

I truly believe this development of hybrid learning will be of great benefit to our students in general whether or 

not there is any disruption to our school and I am very grateful to my colleagues for their efforts in this area. 

 

I should like to take this opportunity to remind our Year 11 families that there is an online meeting with the 

Sixth Form Leadership Team and myself taking place on Tuesday 14th July at 6.30pm and I hope that many 

of you will be able to attend it. For an invitation to this meeting please email us at the following address: 

sixthform@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk 

 

I am pleased to be able to tell our Year 11 students that we still plan to hold our Year 11 Prom, but please 

note that the date has been changed for this important event at Lingfield Park from 10th September to Friday 

23rd October; the last day before the October half term week. 

I am waiting to hear back from the group that runs the Copthorne Gatwick Hotel as I have requested a back-

up date for our Sixth Form Ball to take place on Friday 8th January if we cannot go ahead on 18th 

September. 

 

I thank you again for your continued support and I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe and well. 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 
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