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Monday 8th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update  

 

I am writing to provide you with an update on our school; as you know from my letter of last week, we are 

working to provide some recorded lessons where relevant and possible for our students to access at the 

time that suits them. We are also working on our plan for mentors to make email contact to offer broad 

feedback as to how well the student has kept up with their online learning and to ensure that a telephone 

conversation takes place between a member of staff and each student to ensure that the working 

partnership between staff and students is kept ‘alive’. 

I am also writing to you to provide you with more detail about a potential widening of our provision for our 

Year 10 and Year 12 students. Please be assured that I have been constantly assessing the Covid-19 

situation both nationally and locally. Given how matters stand currently with regards to the R number, the 

reduction in rates of infection and death and the fact that we have managed to maintain a provision for 

the children of key workers and vulnerable children safely and without reports of any ill health amongst 

them or their families it is under consideration that we partially reopen our school in a modest way. This 

proposal has met with approval with our teacher trade union representatives and our board of governors 

through consultation with both parties. I am now at the stage of consultation with our teaching staff. 

 

We are proposing that Year 12 students are offered the opportunity to have a one to one meeting with a 

member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team to review their learning and to support them with their 

preparations for Year 13. Our Year 12 students will be contacted with a date and time for their meeting. 

We are aiming to hold these meetings in the outer courtyard under the canopy which can be accessed 

by walking around the building to the left of the Sixth Form entrance. In the event of poor weather, we 

will move the meetings to SC13 which is a classroom very close to the Sixth Form entrance thereby 

minimising movement into the school building for our older students.  

 

I should be grateful if parents of Year 12 students would let us know by 0900 on Wednesday 10th June, 

whether or not they are happy for their son / daughter to attend this meeting by sending an email to: 

sixthform@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk 

 

We are also proposing to offer some teaching of the core subjects of English, Maths and Science to 

students in Year 10. These will be in small groups with a maximum of ten students. The students will 

remain at the same desk in the same room for their three consecutive lessons of the three subjects listed 

above whereby the teacher moves room, but the students do not do so. Furniture will be removed from 

the classrooms so that only ten separate desks are in place to ensure social distancing and a seating 

plan will ensure that the student sits at the same desk each time they are in school. In accordance with 

the guidelines from the DfE only ¼ of the year group will be in the building at any one time and they will 

be kept apart from the children of key workers who are in school because their family could not make 

alternative arrangements. Their time in school will be limited to one morning a week on either Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday or Friday with Wednesday set aside as a deep clean day.  
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As it states in the guidance document from the DfE this provision is intended to supplement the remote 

online learning, not to replace it. The teachers involved in the provision are still setting work for their 

classes in Years 7 to 10 and Year 12. 

 

As I have previously mentioned this proposal is subject to consultation with our teaching members of 

staff. If the proposal proceeds the Year 10 students should arrive between 0845 and 0900. They should 

register with the member of the SLT at reception who will instruct them to use the toilets to wash their 

hands and then go immediately to their allocated room in MFL or Maths going upstairs via the staff 

staircase in the main reception area. There will be three 1 hour lessons (one per subject) with short 

breaks in between. The third session will finish at 1230 with handwashing on the way out. Their exit 

route will be to go down the stairs in MFL or at the end of the Maths wing depending upon where they 

were located for their lesson. Signage will indicate the one way flow and the rooms chosen are such as 

to enhance the degree of social distancing amongst the students. Groups will be dismissed through a 

phone call from reception in order to stagger their exit.  

 

There will be hand sanitiser in each room and the importance of personal hygiene emphasised at the 

start of each day the students are in school. Students and staff are free to wear a face covering if they so 

wish, but they are not compelled to do so.  

There will be foot pedal lidded bins in each classroom being used for teaching Year 10 students. The 

Year 10 students should bring in their own equipment and will not be permitted to borrow from other 

students. The Year 10 students will not be able to use the restaurant and so should bring in their own 

refreshments. We will endeavour to apply social distancing measures during the short breaks between 

lessons.  

 

We strongly advise against the use of public transport for travel to and from school.  

 

I should like to make it clear that this offer to Year 10 and Year 12 students is entirely voluntary and no 

instruction will be given that suggests they are expected to attend school. I should also point out that 

there will be no instruction to staff that suggests they are expected to be in school. 

This provision, if it goes ahead, will be entirely on a voluntary basis as has been the case since the start 

of lockdown in terms of supervision of the vulnerable children and those children of key workers who 

have been in school since lockdown began on 23rd March. I will leave it to families and to members of 

staff to decide whether or not to participate in this provision. I have asked members of teaching staff to 

complete a survey as part of the consultation to determine whether or not this proposal can go ahead 

and I will confirm our status on Thursday. 

 

If you are a parent or carer of a Year 10 student, it would help us greatly with our more detailed planning 

if you would complete the short survey accessed through this link by 0900 on Wednesday 10th June: 

 

Year 10 survey 

 

I thank you for your understanding and support and I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe and 

well. 

 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

 

 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 
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