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Wednesday 3rd June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

I hope that you and your family were able to enjoy the bank holiday weekend and have been able to 

enjoy the weather of late. I am writing to provide you with an update on our current situation and the plan 

going forward in the medium term. At this stage we do not know what schooling is going to look like in 

September.  

For now, we are currently exploring the feasibility and possibility of enabling small groups of Year 10 

students into school for some face to face teaching of the core subjects of English, maths and science. 

We are also exploring a programme that would enable our Year 12 students to have a meeting with a 

member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team to review their current situation, academically and 

pastorally, and to plan the work that needs to be undertaken to ensure that they are ready for Year 13 in 

the new academic year. 

The plan will go through a short period of consultation with representatives of our teaching unions which 

is the professional and respectful first step before a consultation is undertaken with staff and governors. I 

will also be consulting with families of Year 10 students once our plan is finalised to establish whether or 

not they wish to allow their son / daughter to return to school at this time. There is no obligation to do so 

and it is for every family to weigh up the benefit against perceived potential risk. I fully understand that 

for some families there is anxiety about sending their son / daughter back into school given the different 

messages in the media about whether or not it is too soon to ease lockdown. I also understand that there 

is anxiety in some households with a Year 10 student about the lack of interactive teaching and learning 

and loss of engagement with learning as a result.  

It is for each family to decide whether or not to allow their son / daughter to attend school and I can 

assure you that no judgement will be made by the school as to the decision arrived at by a family. 

 

Regarding the readmittance of Year 10 and Year 12 students into schools and colleges the Government 

through the Department for Education has published guidance for families, and I include the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers 

Teachers who come into school to teach Year 10 or meet with Year 12 students will do so solely on a 

voluntary basis. They too have themselves and their own families to consider and their decision will also 

be respected in full. 

Safety for all must come first and our plan will reflect that position. 

I am very grateful for the many positive and supportive messages that I have received from families. I am 

also grateful for the messages that include constructive criticisms particularly with regards online 

learning for Year 10 students anxious about their exams next year.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
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We do not yet know what the examination season next year will look like, but I do understand the level of 

anxiety and we are looking to make improvements. We will not be offering virtual interactive teaching to 

Year 10 students as the personal circumstances of some students and staff will not allow for this 

approach. I know that some Year 10 students are helping with family issues such as looking after 

younger siblings whilst a parent is working and so they would miss out on the virtual lesson. There is 

also the question of scale-a class of 30 students and a teacher holding a virtual lesson will be 

unmanageable unless the students have their microphone switched off and their camera also which in 

reality means it will be a lesson that is more of a recorded lecture online.  

We are working on a system through which some Year 10 lessons (where applicable) can be recorded 

and then be viewed at the time that suits the student given their other commitments.  

For all our students we plan that mentors will make email contact to offer broad feedback as to how well 

the student has kept up with their online learning and we will ensure that a telephone conversation takes 

place between a member of staff and a student to ensure that the working partnership between staff and 

students is kept ‘alive’. 

I will be in contact with families of Year 10 and Year 12 students to provide more detail about our plan 

once I have been through the consultation process with staff and governors. 

I hope that you and your loved ones are keeping safe and well. 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


