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Friday 22nd May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

I hope that you and your family are keeping safe and well. I am writing to update you on the situation 

with the Government’s plans for schools to reopen. You will have seen from the news that the 

Government has issued guidance about the opening of primary schools after May half term. The 

guidance for secondary school is extremely vague at this stage though we are led to believe a guidance 

document for secondary schools will be published soon.  

In these uncertain times for families and for staff I am keen to offer some clarity prior to the next 

Government announcement on 28th May and the five tests for the further easing, or not, of the lockdown 

arrangements. 

 

I have shared with my staff colleagues and my governor colleagues that I found the announcement 

regarding partial reopening of secondary schools difficult to follow in that if the notion of bringing Year 10 

and Year 12 students back into school before their peers is due to the fact that they are taking 

examinations next year, then why are Year 5 not being brought into school rather than Year 6? The 

advice from the Government is particularly vague with regards Year 10 and Year 12 as it states: 

‘some face to face contact with their teachers’. 

Does this mean small group teaching or a tutorial session? How are schools expected to safely provide 

lessons in school for Year 10 and Year 12 with the same lesson repeated multiple times (due to large 

groups being sub-divided into smaller groups) whilst maintaining good quality online learning? 

It is a changing picture to a degree, but only to a degree given that we are still experiencing as a country 

infections and fatalities. I am currently of the view which I have shared with staff and governors that 

returning to teaching in school before the summer holidays with two out of five year groups (leaving 

aside Year 11 and Year 13) provides potential risks that far outweigh the benefit. At this point in time it 

seems more sensible to continue to provide good quality online learning through SMHW supplemented 

for Year 12 with some virtual teaching. 

 

It is interesting to note a key line in the Government’s guidance to primary schools for partial reopening 

which you can obtain through the link below: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-

june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools 

 

Running through the document is the expectation that primary age children should be in the same group 

of students and in the same location each day they are in school and ideally with the same member of 

staff. In the section on creating and staffing the temporary groups (in section 4) is the statement: 

‘Schools should not plan on the basis of a rota system, either daily or weekly’ 

These points are not achievable with bringing Year 10 and Year 12 back into school in the current 

situation. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools
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I appreciate the guidance is for primary schools and we are led to believe that there will soon be a 

guidance document for secondary schools, but if the health and safety principles apply to primary 

schools then surely, they should apply to your son / daughter too. The position nationally at present is 

that students in Years 7 to 9 will not return before the summer holidays and it may be the case that this 

is also the case for us with Year 10 and Year 12 unless the situation changes significantly. I would think 

it more practical and sensible to increase our numbers of our more vulnerable students in school rather 

than trying to bring back a particular year group over another. 

 

We all appreciate how difficult it must feel for many of our students to be home learning in this way and 

to be missing out on some form of interaction and feedback with their teachers. I have always believed 

that our work with young people is very much a human occupation based upon our working 

relationships; it is not to do with spreadsheets and figures. The lack of interaction with staff and feedback 

on work submitted will have been a challenge for many students.  

We are keen to enhance our communication with our students and to provide some feedback on their 

efforts with home learning. We are considering a number of options and I will update you in due course.  

 

In my time I have placed myself in high risk situations, but that was my prerogative; however, please be 

assured that I am not willing to place others at risk and the safety of our students, you and your family 

and our staff and their families is paramount in my thinking at this time. I can assure you that I have the 

full support of our chair of governors in taking this stance.  

. 

Our onsite provision for the children of our key workers who cannot make alternative arrangements and 

our more vulnerable children will continue next week (the May half term week), Tuesday to Friday, but 

not on Bank Holiday Monday. 

 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your support with home learning and for your 

understanding at this time. I remain grateful to those families who have sent in messages of gratitude for 

the work that my colleagues are doing with their students. 

 

I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe and well. 

With my very best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Stack 

Headteacher 


