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Friday 19th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

I hope that you and your family are keeping well. I apologise for the length of this letter, but please take 

the time to read through all of this letter as there is a section on page 3 that also applies to all students. 

 

For all students: 

I should like to take this opportunity to remind you your son / daughter should have received an email 

offering some feedback as to how well they have coped with the online learning and their level of 

engagement with home learning. I should be grateful if you would contact your Head of Learning 

Community / Sixth Form if your son / daughter has not received such an email from their mentor / tutor. 

By the end of next week your son / daughter should have had a telephone conversation with a member 

of staff either through a phone call or through Skype for Business, unless they are a Year 12 student that 

has recently had a meeting with a member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team; for those students we 

will leave it a short while before making a follow up call.  

We have moved away from Microsoft office 365 teams for one 1 one conversations due to technical 

issues we have recently uncovered. Skype for Business is available on both laptop/Smart Phone and will 

need to be running when you are expecting the call. This is a different version of Skype to what you may 

have used for speaking with family or friends. Staff will be using the audio facility only. Please find with 

this letter a set of instructions for installing Skype for Business if it is not already installed through 

Microsoft Office. 

Your son / daughter will receive an email (through their school email address) to set up the date and time 

of the call. Please ensure that they regularly check their school email account. Please contact our IT 

team if your son / daughter experiences any issues with accessing their school email account by 

emailing: 

 

ITservices@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk 

 

We recognise that setting home learning through SMHW only for such a long period of time is in danger 

of allowing some of our students to disengage with their learning. We have been working to enhance our 

provision, particularly for our Year 10 students and move to a position where there is a coordinated 

approach within subject areas using a combination of the following: 

pre-recorded material for the student to view before the student embarks upon their practice;  

where possible and applicable an opportunity for there to be a live question and answer session with a 

teacher; 

feedback provided through SMHW. 

 

Teachers have been supporting each other in developing a way of teaching that they have never had to 

use before and it has developed successfully with many of our Year 12 subjects. We are now going to do 

our best to supplement the online learning with Year 10 in a similar way. We do not yet know what social 

distancing will look like in September. If there is any kind of social distancing required nationally or locally 

it will be unlikely that we can fully open as a school and will instead have students, of all ages, in school 
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on a rota basis. I very much hope that we are able to fully open as a school in September as we all want 

to see all students back in school as soon as possible. We are preparing for a full reopening, but of 

course we are, as you would expect, also putting contingency plans in case social distancing measures 

are still required.  

Part of the contingency plan will involve extending our virtual learning to the younger students for the 

days they are not in school. 

 

For Year 10 and Year 12: 

There has been a great deal of speculation about the examination season next year. The announcement 

two weeks ago that examinations are going ahead in 2021 without any clarification was not helpful and 

no doubt has caused a great deal of anxiety for our students in Year 10 and Year 12. 

We all hope that we will receive some clarity soon. I firmly believe that steps should be taken to ensure 

that our Year 10 and Year 12 are not placed at a disadvantage in comparison to the students who have 

gone before them. You can be assured that I will certainly be adding my voice very loudly to those of 

like-minded headteachers to ensure that this is the case. 

 

For Year 10: 

The Year 10 students coming into school this week have adapted very well to their new routine which will 

continue for the remainder of this term including the use of hand sanitiser on the way in and out of school 

and the one way system with the staff staircase as the way up to the first floor and the staircase in their 

teaching zone as the way down to the ground floor. Teachers have been very positive about the mature 

and sensible attitude of the students. 

 

As a reminder, students should arrive between 0845 and 0900 on the following days: 

Monday Africa  

Tuesday Asia  

Thursday Australasia  

Friday Americas  

 

Once again, we strongly advise against the use of public transport for travel to and from school.  

I am repeating this message, hopefully for the last time: the students must bring their own equipment 

including a calculator and highlighter pens and they will not be permitted to borrow or share their 

equipment with other students. On their first day back, they will be given an A4 folder and three A4 

exercise books, one per subject which they will be expected to take home and bring to school each day 

they come to school over the coming weeks. We will expect the students to remember to bring their 

folder of exercise books each time they come to school. If they arrive without them, we will send them 

home. Further books or sheets of A4 paper will not be issued as we expect our Year 10 students to be 

able to take responsibility for bringing their equipment and folder of exercise books to school. The 

students are not required to wear school uniform.  

 

For Year 12: 

Our Year 12 students’ meetings with a member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team to review their 

learning and to support them with their preparations for Year 13 have started this week and appear to be 

going very well indeed. The online meeting with Mike Nicholson from the University of Bath held 

Wednesday evening was very successful. Year 12 students have been emailed with details as to where 

we have located the recording in the School’s Central Resource Library in case they missed the session 

or want to revisit it. 
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For New Intake Families: 

For those families who have children in Year 6 who are anxious about the fact that we cannot hold our 

traditional Induction Day for students and Induction Evening for new intake families I am pleased to be 

able to say that we have been working on an alternative provision for a number of weeks now. We are 

close to completing a package including a virtual tour of the school and video messages of introduction 

from the members of staff who will be responsible for the pastoral care of the Year 6 students joining us 

in September. This package will be sent to the Year 6 children joining us through a parent’s email 

address early in July. 

 

For All Students: 

A highlight of our school year every year is our Sports Day at K2 in June. Due to the current situation our 

PE team have organised a ‘Virtual’ Sports Day taking place next week between Monday 22nd and 

Thursday 25th June, with the results announced on Friday 26th June. At our Sports Day held at K2 each 

year we have students from Years 7 to 10 taking part due to the time of year, with Year 12 students 

assisting the PE team. This year is different however as we would like to invite all of our students from 

Year 7 to Year 13 to take part, in other words we would like Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students to 

take part in our Sports Day for the first time. Any Sixth Form student who joined our Sixth Form from 

another school is free to decide which Learning Community they are supporting in our ‘Virtual’ Sports 

Day. 

 

The challenge we are giving our students is to take part and compete for their Learning Community by 

completing up to eight running, jumping, throwing and ‘fun’ events at home or in the garden, and entering 

their best results on the online Results Entry Form at the link included in the competition programme that 

will be sent to all students through SMHW on Monday morning. The programme will also contain 

descriptions of each of the events, the scoring system and other information that students will need to 

know in order to take part; the programme will also be posted on the school website and on the 

@Oriel_PE Instagram account along with video examples of each event performed by members of the 

PE Department. 

  

We hope our students will enjoy competing in the events and we are really excited that Year 11 and the 

Sixth Form can take part for the first time. Please encourage your son / daughter to get involved and play 

their part in helping their Learning Community win the ‘Virtual’ Sports Day Trophy. 

 

Thank you to all of the students and families who have contacted us over the last two weeks about the 

Black Lives Matter tasks that were set for PDC (Personal Development Curriculum). My colleagues have 

really enjoyed reading about the discussions and activities that have been taking place at home, with 

whole families getting involved in many cases. We have received an enormous list of book 

recommendations from students, some of which have been shared on Oriel's Twitter page. Our librarian, 

Mrs Beckett, has put together a SWAY document of the most recommended books which can be found 

by following this link:  

https://sway.office.com/BEGNzwTFU1lRUah4?ref=Link 

 

Next week is National School Diversity Week and our PDC team are launching a competition for 

students to design a new logo for Oriel's LGBTQ+ group. Competition details can be found in the daily 

announcements on SMHW and there is a prize of a £20 Amazon voucher for the winning entry.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 
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