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Tuesday 16th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

I am writing to provide you with an update on our school. All students should have received an email 

offering some feedback as to how well they have coped with the online learning and their level of 

engagement with home learning. I should be grateful if you would contact your Head of Learning 

Community / Sixth Form if your son / daughter has not received such an email from their mentor / tutor. 

 

We are continuing to work to provide some recorded lesson introductions where relevant and possible 

for our students to access at the time that suits them. Over this week and next all students in Years 7 to 

10 and Year 12 should have a telephone conversation with a member of staff either through a phone call 

or through Microsoft office 365 teams using the audio facility only as part of our way of keeping the 

working partnership between staff and students ‘alive’.  

 

We are now halfway through our first week of wider opening in our school. It has been wonderful to see 

our Year 10 students from Africa and Asia coming into school and they and the teachers involved have 

seemed very pleased indeed to be back and working together. I am sure that will be the case over the 

rest of the week as well. 

 

This morning the students were very good at using the hand sanitiser in the lobby (between our double 

doors at reception) on their way in and on the way out this afternoon. We will ensure that they are 

reminded on Thursday and Friday to do likewise as we get our students used to a new routine. There is 

also hand sanitiser available in the room and on the walls in the area being used for teaching. The one 

way system including the use of the staff staircase to go up and the staircase in the area that they have 

lessons to go down at all points of the day has worked well. 

As a reminder, students should arrive between 0845 and 0900 on the following days: 

Monday Africa  

Tuesday Asia  

Thursday Australasia  

Friday Americas  

 

The students must bring their own equipment including a calculator and highlighter pens and they will 

not be permitted to borrow or share their equipment with other students. On their first day back, they will 

be given an A4 folder and three A4 exercise books, one per subject which they will be expected to take 

home and bring to school each day they come to school over the coming weeks. We will expect the 

students to remember to bring their folder of exercise books each time they come to school. If they arrive 

without them, we will send them home. Further books or sheets of A4 paper will not be issued as we 

expect our Year 10 students to be able to take responsibility for bringing their equipment and folder of 

exercise books to school. The students are not required to wear school uniform.  
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I can now confirm that appointments have been finalised for our Year 12 students to have the 

opportunity to have a one to one meeting with a member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team to review 

their learning and to support them with their preparations for Year 13.  

Our Year 12 students were consulted to ensure that the date was convenient to them and so they should 

now not be changed. I remind families that we currently cannot offer face to face teaching as that would 

require the mixing up of students in their different option subjects. This is the reason why we are offering 

Year 10 face to face teaching in their core subjects only and not their option subjects because that would 

also require the mixing of students.  

 

Once again, we strongly advise against the use of public transport for travel to and from school.  

 

We have partnered with the University of Bath for an online meeting through Zoom for our Year 12 

students by invitation only tomorrow (Wednesday) evening. Mike Nicholson from the University of Bath is 

joining us online to offer a presentation on university applications in the current climate followed by a 

Question and Answer session hosted by Mrs Bates.  

 

There has been much speculation and inaccurate reporting in the media about secondary school 

provision at this time. The media misreports ‘partial reopening’ because in truth we have never been 

closed since lockdown began on 23rd March, apart from weekends and bank holidays. Children of key 

workers who cannot make alternative arrangements have been coming into school every day including 

the Easter holiday fortnight and the May half term, a fact that seems to be overlooked in the media. We 

believe that we are offering a reasonable amount of contact with Year 10 and Year 12 under the present 

circumstances and are constantly reviewing the situation in our school as well as others in the area. 

 

The following paragraph is a joint statement from the headteachers of Oriel High School, Hazelwick, 

Ifield Community College, St Wilfrid’s, Holy Trinity, Thomas Bennett Community College, Oakwood and 

The Gatwick School: 

I hold regular meetings with the other secondary headteachers in Crawley and Horley. Through these 

meetings we have been sharing our plans for our schools for the remainder of this term as well as 

sharing our thoughts and ideas as to what the next academic year might look like in our schools. We 

know that each of our schools is operating in a different context, both in terms of the physical make up of 

schools and the level of staffing that we can call upon due to underlying health conditions. What is 

common to all of our schools is that we are approaching the structure and timings of our provision 

differently from each other because of the different contexts we are operating in. What is also common is 

that we completely understand and fully support and respect the approach that each school is taking with 

regards provision for the remainder of this term. 

 

I understand the concerns of families regarding the loss of in school learning and I am acutely aware of 

the anxiety being felt by Year 10 and Year 12 students and their families in particular. I very much hope 

that we have some clear and rational thinking from the government in the near future as to how 

assessment of learning will be undertaken in summer 2021 for our current Year 10 and Year 12 

students. 

 

I remain very grateful for your continued support and understanding at this time. 

I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe and well. 

 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


