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Friday 12th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update  

 

I am writing to provide you with an update on our school; as you know from my letter earlier this week, 

we are working to provide some recorded lessons where relevant and possible for our students to 

access at the time that suits them. We have completed our plan for mentors to make email contact to 

offer broad feedback as to how well the student has kept up with their online learning and all students 

should have received such an email by the end of today. We have completed our plan for all students to 

have a telephone conversation with a member of staff either through a phone call or through Microsoft 

office 360 teams using the audio facility only. As I have said before it is very important to us to keep the 

working partnership between staff and students ‘alive’. 

Our plan for the partial reopening for Year 10 students is well underway. As I mentioned in my letter to 

you on Monday the proposal met with approval from our teacher trade union representatives and our 

board of governors through consultation with both parties and I was moving to the next stage of the 

consultation process with teaching staff. I am delighted to be able to tell you that my request for 

volunteers from our teaching staff has been overwhelming and that we have more than enough teachers 

willing to come into school to either teach Year 10 students in English, maths and science or to 

supervise the children of key workers who could not make alternative arrangements and our more 

vulnerable students. Whilst I am very pleased with this response from our staff I am not surprised, 

because we are so fortunate to have such a dedicated and committed staff team and if the appeal had 

gone to our support staff also I know that the response would have been superb from them too.  

 

From 15th June our Year 10 students coming into school should arrive between 0845 and 0900. They 

should register with the member of the SLT at reception who will instruct them to use the hand sanitiser 

and then go immediately to their allocated room in MFL or Maths going upstairs via the staff staircase in 

the main reception area. They will be told their room number and their table number. Each room being 

used has ten tables that are numbered and placed apart for social distancing purposes. There will be 

three 1 hour lessons (one per subject) with short breaks in between. The third session will finish at 1230 

with the use of hand sanitiser on the way out through reception. There will also be hand sanitiser in each 

classroom. 

Students will be placed in ability sets with a maximum of ten students; there will be no movement 

between groups. They will be taught by a subject specialist, but not necessarily by their regular teacher 

before lockdown.   

 

The timetable for our Year 10 students will be based upon their learning community as follows: 

Monday Africa 

Tuesday Asia 

Thursday Australasia 

Friday  Americas 

 

As I am sure you will appreciate these days are non-negotiable for planning purposes. For their first 

session each day they are in school they will be given a briefing about safety measures and personal 
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hygiene. The students must bring their own equipment and they will not be permitted to borrow or share 

their equipment with other students. Next week they will be given an A4 folder and three A4 exercise 

books, one per subject which they will be expected to take home and bring to school each day they 

come to school over the coming weeks. We will expect the students to remember to bring their folder of 

exercise books each time they come to school. If they arrive without them, we will send them home. 

Further books or sheets of A4 paper will not be issued as we expect our Year 10 students to be able to 

take responsibility for bringing their equipment and folder of exercise books to school. The students are 

not required to wear school uniform. 

 

We are going ahead with offering our Year 12 students the opportunity to have a one to one meeting 

with a member of the Sixth Form Leadership Team to review their learning and to support them with their 

preparations for Year 13. We have set aside the following dates for these meetings: 18th, 23rd, 24th, 25th 

26th and 30th June and 2nd and 10th July. Once again for planning purposes once a date had been 

confirmed it cannot be changed. Our Year 12 students have been asked to let us know if there is a date 

that is not convenient due to some other commitment so that our schedule is convenient to them.  

At this stage we cannot offer face to face teaching as that would require the mixing up of students in their 

different option subjects. This is the reason why we are offering Year 10 face to face teaching in their 

core subjects only and not their option subjects because that would also require the mixing of students. 

Once the schedule has been confirmed we will contact our Year 12 students to let them know the date 

and time of their meeting. 

 

Once again, we strongly advise against the use of public transport for travel to and from school. 

  

I will be able to provide an update in my next letter regarding the sporting achievement and fund raising 

by our school community. In other news, Mrs Doyle who leads our Personal Development Curriculum 

(PDC) asked our students to undertake research into the Black Lives Matter movement and the events 

that have been taking place in the USA and globally. She asked our students to send her any book 

recommendations for books they have read that are either written by a black author, share black stories 

or promote black voices. Mrs Doyle has expressed to me her deep sense of pride in our students as she 

has been overwhelmed by the number of positive responses and great recommendations from our 

students.  

 

I thank you again for your understanding and support in and I hope that you and your loved ones 

continue to stay safe and well. 

 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

 

 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


