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Friday 20th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Covid-19 and Continuation of Education Plans 

 

We have been carefully monitoring the COVID-19 outbreak and have been planning for the eventuality of 

disruption to education taking place.  We had anticipated the Government’s announcement regarding 

school closure and thus our subject staff have been carefully planning appropriate work that allows 

students to continue their education from home whilst attempts are made to manage the situation. 

Work for students will be set using Show My Homework to allow both students and parents to have 

clarity regarding the work that has been set.  We would ask that students regularly check what has been 

set and complete it in a timely fashion. Some of the work set may make use of online learning platforms, 

other work may be written.  Please contact us should your son or daughter not have internet access or a 

digital device. 

To assist in accessing the various online platforms that students may utilise we have sent personal log in 

details to individual school email accounts. The easiest way to access individual school email accounts 

is via the school website:  

www.oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk  

 

Please email the following address should any student have trouble accessing the intranet or their 

emails:  itservices@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk  

 

Please make contact with the subject teacher in the first instance if your student has trouble accessing a 

subject specific platform. 

We have issued students in Years 7 to 10 with packs of six blank exercise books for use when 

completing any written work set.  When completing any written work set I should like to remind students 

to maintain the highest standards of presentation and accuracy that they uphold when normally attending 

school.  These exercise books are for use as follows: 

Years 7-9 

x1 Arts - Yellow 

x1 English - Light Blue 

x1 Humanities - Purple 

x1 Languages - Dark Blue 

x1 Maths - Light Green 

x1 Science - Dark Green 

 

Year 10 

x1 English - Yellow 

x1 Maths - Light Blue 

x1 Science - Purple 

x1 Option 1 - Dark Blue 

x1 Option 2 - Light Green 

x1 Option 3 - Dark Green 
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I should be grateful if students would carefully label each book as follows:  

• Their name; 

• The subject;  

• Their teacher’s name. 

 

 

Year 9 Options 

I should like to take this opportunity to remind parents of Year 9 students that their Options Form 2020 

should be completed by 3rd April 2020.  Having read through all the information provided and this year’s 

Curriculum Guide we require students to choose their options by completing the Options Choice form 

found in their pack which was also sent to parents via parentmail on Tuesday 17th March. 

 

This form can either 

• be completed by hand and returned to school either to reception or by post to Oriel High School 

• be completed electronically and emailed to options@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk  

 

If you require further information or responses to specific questions please e-mail subject leaders, 

subject teachers and mentors directly by email who will all be very happy to respond to your queries. All 

teachers e-mail addresses are on the relevant subject page on the website. 

 

Year 11 

Our Year 11 students are in the midst of their final pieces of work and have their own folders and access 

to past papers and previous assessment material. They are also being signposted to a very useful 

website called seneca as well as being set work via Show My Homework. 

 

Sixth Form 

Our students in Year 12 and Year 13 are being set work through Show My Homework by their individual 

subject teachers to reflect the slightly different points that Year 12 and Year 13 students are at with their 

learning. They are also frequently receiving messages and updates via our Sixth Form App. 

 

Year 10 and Student Headship Team Applications 

The process has been cancelled and the previously published deadline of Monday 23rd March does not 

apply now. We will publish a new schedule when the school reopens. 

 

Year Books  

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students will be invited into school to collect their year books in the first week 

of our school reopening for business as usual. The students will be welcome to come into school at any 

time to collect their year book. We will also bring the remaining year books, if there are any, to the 

rescheduled Year 11 Prom on Thursday 10th September and to the rescheduled Sixth Form Ball on 

Friday 18th September. 

 

Key Worker Provision 

As I wrote in my letter sent to you yesterday we are open from Monday for students with parents who are 

key workers and students who have an EHCP and / or a social worker assigned to them and as a family, 

they absolutely cannot arrange for alternative provision.  

It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe places 

for children, but the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational 

settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. All 

families, including key workers and parents of children with EHCPs have the responsibility to explore all 

possible avenues to provide childcare at home for their children. School must be the very last resort. 
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Given the age of our students they will be some students who are able to look after themselves and will 

not prevent their parent(s) from continuing with their work and we hope that the numbers of students in 

school will be kept to a minimum as the strategy to tackle the coronavirus includes as many people as 

possible staying at home.  

Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be strictly social distancing, such as 

grandparents, friends or family members with underlying conditions. 

 

For the small number of students that need to come to school there will be no requirement to wear 

school uniform and of course lessons will not be running as normal. 

 

Going Forward 

In addition to regular communication to students we will also keep in contact regarding the status of our 

school and will share information as it comes through regarding accreditation for students in Year 11 and 

Year 13.  

 

I have been very impressed by the way all of our students have been dealing with this unprecedented 

situation. In particular, I should like to take this opportunity to express my deep admiration for our Year 

11 and Year 13 students for the strong, positive, mature and sensible manner they have demonstrated at 

this time. They have shown a sense of true grit and determination and I have said as much to them when 

I visited all Year 11 and Year 13 students in their lessons today and yesterday. I am very proud of them. 

When I spoke to them we did not yet know how they would be accredited for their achievements in the 

summer, but I said to them that by showing such resilience and continuing to work hard they would put 

themselves and us in a very strong position if part of the accreditation is teacher assessments. The 

school day was over and the vast majority of students had already left the building when the Government 

made the following announcement:  

 

‘The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their judgement about 

the grade that they believe the student would have received if exams had gone ahead…teachers will 

take into account a range of evidence and data including performance on mock exams and non-exam 

assessment’ 

 

We were absolutely right in our approach and as our students know, we will not stop working with them, 

it is different (online rather than face to face), but it is not over. I wish them every success with their 

endeavours and I am grateful to my colleagues for their continued efforts with our students. 

It will be some time before we are all together in the same place again, but it will be so and I look forward 

to it when we join in celebration at the Year 11 Prom and the Sixth Form Ball.  

 

Once again, I thank you for your great support and understanding at this challenging time. I hope that 

you and family stay safe and well in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

 

With my very best wishes to you and your family 

 

 

 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 
 
 


