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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

These are challenging times for us all, but the media coverage of the applause for frontline health 

workers given at 8.00pm yesterday evening was heartening indeed. Thank you for the part that you and 

your family are playing in our nation’s battle with the Coronavirus.  

This extended period of home study for our students is not easy for them or for you as a family. We want 

our students to keep up with their learning for a number of reasons: it is a good habit to maintain and will 

make their return to full time education so much easier for them to manage; it is good for their mental 

health and wellbeing and helps to give some structure to their day. 

I recognise that we cannot possibly replicate the quality of learning and support that we are able to 

provide students when they are in school however, but we are working to ensure that our students feel 

that they are still part of the Oriel community at this time. It is, in my view, important to note that our 

students’ wellbeing is the priority at this time. As much as continuing academic learning is important for 

our students it will be how we make our young people feel at this time that will stay with them in the 

months and years ahead rather than their academic home learning. 

Our school’s Educational Psychologist, Dr. Xavier Eloquin has written a document entitled: ‘Coronavirus 

Anxiety Guidance Document for Parents and Carers’ that some families may find useful in these 

potentially anxious times. The document has been placed on our website’s home page. These are 

unusual times, but we will get through them and be able to look back with pride for the calm, measured 

and caring manner in which we passed through these times. We all share a deep sense of gratitude for 

the heroic work being done by our NHS staff and emergency workers.  

We will continue to set work for our students through ‘Show My Home Work’ for the reasons given 

above. The Government’s Department for Education has promised some clarity on how schools should 

accredit the work done by students in Year 11 and Year 13 and we expect to have more detailed 

information next week. We anticipate that when asked to provide teacher assessments we will use all the 

available information we have on our students in Year 11 and Year 13. Our Year 12 students were due 

to be on Work Experience next week and clearly whilst that is no longer happening, the tasks set for 

them in ‘Show My Home Work’ will reflect this aspect of our planned provision for them. 

The vast majority of our students are staying at home which is helping us all to play our part in tackling 

Coronavirus as well as protecting our NHS. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding at this time. 

With my best wishes to you and your family 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


