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Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

It is still the case that schools currently remain open and are expected to do so until advised by the Department for 

Education and Public Health England. 

 

As mentioned in my letter yesterday it is now the case that if everyone in the family home is well, the student 

should continue to come into school. If you or anyone in your household is displaying symptoms then all members 

of the household should self-isolate for 14 days. The symptoms are: a new persistent cough and/or a high 

temperature. 

 

As you know from my letter of yesterday, assemblies will not be happening until further notice. After school 

activities such as clubs and sports fixtures are cancelled until further notice and students should leave the premises 

at the end of the school day. The library will be closed at lunchtimes and after school. 

 

We have cancelled a number of scheduled evening events: our Year 9 Options Evening due to take place on 

Thursday evening; the Parents’ Information Evening on online safety due to take place on Monday 23rd March; the 

Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening due to take place on Thursday 2nd April. To repeat, all three events are 

cancelled. I remind all students that the hall will not be available for students to use at lunchtime. Students can 

enjoy their lunch outside in the courtyard or on the ground floor in the main part of the school thereby we will not 

have dense populations of students gathered together. In the event of wet lunch, we will open up the entire school 

on both floors, including suitable classrooms, to spread out the student population. 

 

We are working hard to remain open, but that brings considerable challenges. Supply staff that we might employ 

through a supply agency are not available and we have an increasing number of staff who are absent from school. 

Some members of staff will be away for a fixed period of two weeks because they or a member of their household 

is showing a symptom and so they will return in the near future. We also have members of staff who will be in self-

isolation for a lengthy period of time because they or a member of their household has an underlying health 

condition and they are following the instructions from the government and the NHS. We are now at the point where 

keeping the full timetable running across all year groups is not possible given the level of staff absence and 

consequently we are asking Year 10 and 12 students to embark upon home study from this afternoon which 

will increase our capacity to cover the lessons of absent colleagues with other year groups. Year 12 students 

should access the email from our Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Denman. Year 10 students have been given exercise 

books and work will be set for them through Show My Homework.  

 

Our priority is to keep the rest of the school running which is asking a great deal from staff who are here, but in 

addition our subject leaders and their teams are putting together work plans for home study for other year groups 

should we send another year group home or indeed if we have to close the school. This must be our priority over 

and above trying to set work individually for a student who is well, but is in self-isolation. I hope that families will 

understand this approach and the demands it is placing on the staff here. 

 

This remains a fast-moving situation and I will continue to be in regular contact with you. I thank you for your 

continued support and understanding at this time. 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


