
Oriel High School 

Maidenbower Lane 

Maidenbower  

Crawley RH10 7XW 

 

Headteacher: Philip Stack BSc MA NPQH 

Deputy Headteachers: Helen Everitt BSc NPQH | Tim Matthews BA NPQH 

 
 

Telephone: 01293 880350 | Facsimile: 01293 880351 

Student Absence Telephone: 01293 880363 (24 hours) 

Email: office@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk | Website: www.oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus Update 

 

Schools currently remain open and will aim to do so until advised by the Department for Education and Public 

Health England; however, following the latest government announcement, there has been a change to the advice 

on self-isolation and vulnerable groups. 

If everyone in the family home is well, the student should continue to come into school. If you or anyone in your 

household is displaying symptoms then all members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days. The 

symptoms are: a new persistent cough and/or a high temperature. 

 

In addition, further to the government’s announcement yesterday regarding mass gatherings as a school we are in 

a strange position whereby we are expected to be open, along with all schools and colleges, and yet the public 

have been told by the government to undertake social distancing and avoid mass gatherings.  

 

Whilst we are fully open at present and lessons and mentor times will continue as normal we will take steps to 

avoid non-essential mass gatherings.  

Assemblies will not be happening until further notice. 

After school activities such as clubs and sports fixtures are cancelled until further notice and students should leave 

the premises at the end of the school day. The library will be closed at lunchtimes and after school. 

 

Our Year 9 Options Evening due to take place on Thursday evening is now cancelled. The packs that have been 

prepared for students can go home with the student and the form can be posted back into school or completed 

electronically and emailed into school. A separate letter for Year 9 families with instructions for returning the form 

will be sent home today as well. 

 

The Information Evening on online safety due to take place on Monday 23rd March in the main hall is cancelled. 

 

We have also taken the decision to suspend the Sixth Form Interview process.  Students will receive an email this 

afternoon explaining what happens next; including a conditional offer for all applicants and a request to confirm 

their preferred subject choices with our Sixth Form team.  As always, we will continue to work with our students as 

individuals to build the most appropriate programme for them for the next stage of their education. 

 

Until further notice the hall will not be available for students to use at lunchtime and there will not be tables 

available in the restaurant to avoid a large gathering and we will operate a ‘grab and go’ approach to lunch. 

Students can enjoy their lunch outside in the courtyard or on the ground floor in the main part of the school thereby 

we will not have dense populations of students gathered together.  

 

In the event of wet lunch, we will open up the entire school on both floors, including suitable classrooms, to spread 

out the student population. 

 

This is a fast-moving situation and I will be in contact again soon, but for now we are open and students and staff 

members who are well and reside in a household without anyone showing symptoms should come into school. I 

thank you for your continued support and understanding at this time. 

 

Philip Stack 
Headteacher 


