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Welcome to Oriel Sixth Form

Philip Stack, Headteacher
I am very pleased to be able to give you a glimpse of our 
Sixth Form through our Prospectus.

Our Sixth Form has rightly earned a reputation for 
high standards and we are very proud of our students’ 
achievements in all areas of Sixth Form life and beyond.

I hope that you find this prospectus useful and I thank 
you for taking the time to read about our Sixth Form.

Clair Denman, Assistant Headteacher
We offer excellent opportunities to students who are keen 
to realise their potential.

You will be a sixth form student for 5 terms, a short but 
critical phase in your education. We aim to maximise 
your development over these months to build your 
independence and effectiveness and
prepare you for what comes next, whether that is as an 
undergraduate, apprentice or in your first job. 

You will be offered excellent academic experiences, 
challenge and support; a wealth of extra-curricular 
activities from employability skills, to sport, to residential 
trips; and the chance to contribute to the lives of others 
as the most senior students in our community. I look 
forward to working with you.
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Nona Buckley-Irvine
Studied: Government and Politics, 
History and French
Destination: Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics at L.S.E.
Now: Assistant National Officer at Unison

Hannah Tullett
Studied: Biology, Maths and Chemistry
Destination: Medicine at Imperial College 
London
Now: NHS Doctor, Isabel Hospice

Emily Rickman
Studied: Physics, Maths, Chemistry, and 
Philosophy & Ethics.
Destination: Masters in Physics and 
Astrophysics at the University of Sheffield
Now: Completing a PhD at the University 
of Geneva

Matt Walbank
Studied: Government and Politics, 
History and French
Destination: Kellogg, Brown and Root 
School Leaver scheme
Now: Electrical Design Engineer,  
UK Power Networks

David Fox
Destination: Sponsored Degree, Marine 
operations alongside Officer training
Now: Navigational Officer, Fred Olsen 
Cruises. Masters student Warsash 
Maritime Academy

Ben Golding
Studied: English Literature, Geography 
and Media Studies
Destination: UEA, English and Film 
Studies (starred First 2018)

Luca Jezernickzy
Studied: Chemistry, Psychology, Maths 
and Sociology
Destination: Law at University of Oxford
Now: LPC at BPP University Law School

Claire Anscomb
Studied: Fine Art, English, Philosphy and 
Ethics, Drama and Theatre
Destination: Fine Art at Winchester 
School of Art
Now: MA in History and Philosophy of 
Art. Prize-winning artist and exhibitor



A parent’s guide 
to apprenticeships

Introduction
As a parent you want your child to get 
the best possible start in their career. 
There are many options available to 
young people after they leave school, 
and in this guide we outline information 
and benefits about apprenticeships as a 
key route into a successful career. 

What is an 
apprenticeship
An apprenticeship is a real job with 
training which would allow your 
daughter or son to earn while they learn, 
whilst gaining a nationally recognised 
qualification. Apprenticeships take 
between one and five years to complete 
and cover 1,500 job roles in a wide 
range of industries, from engineering 
to accountancy, public relations to 
veterinary nursing. Apprenticeships are 
now available up to degree level and 
beyond.

Benefits of doing an 
Apprenticeship
– Earning a salary;

– Training in the skills employers want;

– Excellent progression opportunities, 
whether looking to study further or 
climb the ranks within the workplace;

– Increased future earning potential 
– apprentices enjoy marked salary 
increases when they complete their 
training, and those completing a higher 
apprenticeship could see increased 
earnings of an estimated £150,000 
over their lifetime;*

– Learning at a pace suited to the 
individual with the support of a 
mentor;

– Paid holiday.

Entry requirements
Apprenticeships are available to anyone 
over the age of 16, living in England. 
There are different entry requirements 
depending on the sector and job. 

Apprenticeship levels
There are various levels of apprenticeship 
your son or daughter could apply for 
depending on their current skills and 
qualifications:

– Intermediate apprenticeship (level 2);

– Advanced apprenticeship (level 3);

– Higher and degree apprenticeships 
(level 4 or above).

The core components for intermediate 
and advanced apprenticeships are:

– A nationally recognised vocational 
qualification;

– Functional skills (e.g. literacy, 
numeracy and ICT);

– A technical certificate such as a BTEC 
or City & Guilds (relevant to the 
specific Apprenticeship);

– Other professional qualifications 
or requirements as specified by the 
particular job.

The core components for higher and 
degree apprenticeships are as above but 
exclude the functional skills element.

Salaries
The minimum wage for apprentices is 
£2.73** per hour, but many employers 
pay more than this. This is dependant on 
the sector, region and apprenticeship level 
e.g. some higher apprenticeships can pay 
as much as £300 – £500 per week. 

More details on salaries and entry criteria 
in specific apprenticeship occupations 
can be accessed by looking at the 
vacancies on ‘Find an apprenticeship’.
*University education - Is this the best route into employment? 

AAT and CEBR Feb 2013 
**As at October 2014

School leaving age
The government has increased the age 
to which all young people in England 
must continue in education or training.

If your child was born on or after 1 
September 1997 they must stay in some 
form of education or training until at 
least their 18th birthday.

This does not necessarily mean staying 
in school; young people have a choice 
about how they continue in education 
or training post-16, which could be 
through: 

– Full-time study in a school, college or 
with a training provider. 

– Full-time work or volunteering 
combined with part-time education or 
training.

– An apprenticeship or traineeship.

Applying for an 
apprenticeship
At any one time there are up to 27,000 
apprenticeship vacancies available on 
the ‘Find an apprenticeship’ site in a 
variety of careers and industries across 
England. Visit gov.uk and search ‘Find 
an apprenticeship’. You can search by 
keyword (job role, occupation type or 
apprenticeship level) and by location.

Once the right job comes up, your son 
or daughter can simply register on the 
website and follow the step by step 
instructions to apply for the role.

Our “How to apply” film has useful hints 
and tips on applying. To see this and 
other films on apprenticeships visit You 
Tube and search apprenticeships/NAS.

If they are not quite ready for an 
apprenticeship or job, they could try 
a traineeship with a local employer to 
gain valuable work experience and the 
opportunity to improve their English 
and maths, if needed. Visit gov.uk 
and search ‘traineeships’ for more 
information or to apply for traineeship 
opportunities.

NAS-P-100122 apprenticeships.gov.uk

Adviser Guide  
For entry to university or college in 2016
An operational guide for all teachers, advisers and agents  
who help students apply to study in the UK
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16

2016



Sixth Form Life:
Independence and Development
The teaching and learning experience
In Sixth Form, lessons are taught in classes with smaller group sizes, with increased 
opportunities for debate and discussion. The environment will give you the chance to 
gain skills in communicating and presenting information at a level that will equip you 
for future pathways. You will benefit from specialist subject teachers and academic 
support from your personal tutor throughout.

Personal tutor
You will have regular 1:1 meeting with your personal tutor who will:
 » Provide you with guidance, support and encouragement.
 » Track and monitor your academic and personal progress and success.
 » Advise you with applications to Higher Education or employers.

Personal development programme
Specialist input in tutorials on a range of issues e.g.
 » Study Skills and Independent Learning.
 » Making choices for the future.
 » Life Skills.
 » Health and personal safety.
 » Moral, spiritual and cultural development.
 » Integrity and citizenship.

Transition to Higher Education, Apprenticeships & 
Employment
 » Higher Education fair.
 » Advice on UCAS applications.
 » Meetings for parents/carers.

 » Regular visits from employers and 
training providers.

 » Work shadowing.





Sixth Form Life:
Informed and Empowered
Information and Communication
Whilst you will meet regularly with your personal tutor there will also be more 
immediate communications to you and your parent/ guardian. We have a dedicated 6th 
form app that we use to keep you up to date with breaking news; stories to celebrate 
and opportunities that come in to school that might interest you. 

Empowered
There are many opportunities in sixth form life to develop skills that go beyond 
learning; you will:
 » Identify and set goals, for learning and life. 
 » Action plan to progress and develop your career ideas.
 » Develop personal values that will allow you to respond positively to influences 

and challenges.
 » Identify, select and use a wide range of information resources.
 » Use work experiences and work related activities to shape your career.
 » Understand the options available to you after 6th form; identify your priorities 

and make good choices.
 » Understand the financial implications of making career decisions.
 » Understand what employers are looking for in the work place; appreciate their 

rights as well as your rights.

We work with our partners in industry and in local universities to ensure that all 
students’ access to future pathways is fair and equitable.





Sixth Form Life:
Experience and Enjoyment
The Sixth Form Experience begins with high quality teaching and learning but 
continues with your development into an independent learner and thinker and an 
ambassador for our community.

We offer you:
 » An excellent working environment: seminar and teaching rooms; Study rooms 

and ICT facilities;
 » Teachers who are experts, from recent graduates in your discipline to 

experienced practitioners, our teaching teams are keen to work with you outside 
of lesson time to secure your progress.

 » A place to grow: Common Room and Café; discounted gym membership; 
 » Community Leadership Roles & Student Union (your voice in shaping the 

direction of the wider life of the sixth form); 
 » Frequent opportunities to show leadership and citizenship through volunteering 

and Raising and Giving (RAG). Take on the staff in our text of knowledge 
‘Universally Challenged’ or in the regular Netball or Football staff vs Sixth Form 
matches. Decide how you will contribute to the Festive Fair; from cake sales to 
leg waxing there’s always a way to do your bit!

 » Regular opportunities to work with outside organisations such as NCS (National 
Citizen Service) and local and national charities.

 » A mixture of academic and social extra-curricular activity: from day trips and 
one night residential visits to the Year 12 residential at a prestigious university 
there are many opportunities support your studies and extend your appreciation 
of the subjects you have chosen.

 » A chance to celebrate a successful year with your fellow students and teachers at 
the Summer Ball.





Sixth Form Life:
Choice and Progression
Choose subjects and personalise your learning
You will create your own learning programme, choosing courses from a broad and 
exciting curriculum.

Our subject range has been created in response to local, national and international 
trends in education, life long learning and employment opportunities.

Diversity
The diverse range of courses offered includes:
A Levels - qualifications that focus on traditional study skills. They normally take 
two years to complete full-time. You can choose from a wide range of academic 
subjects.

Many people use A Levels to go on to higher education, but they’re also useful if 
you want to go straight into employment.

BTECs - Work-related qualifications, available in a wide range of subjects. They 
have been designed in collaboration with industry, so they can equip you with the 
skills and knowledge that employers are looking for.

Progression
Oriel Sixth Form is the stepping stone to higher education and a successful career.

Moving from Year 12 to Year 13 gives you the opportunity to fine tune your 
individual learning programme to develop your skills and talents.

When you complete your studies at Oriel Sixth Form you will have the skills, 
experience and qualifications to move into employment, higher education or 
further training with confidence.





How to Apply

Research
Before making your sixth form application you will have lots of opportunities to 
find out about the courses on offer in the sixth form, progression routes and future 
pathways to universities, higher education apprenticeships and employment. Your 
research will be guided by:
 » Sixth Form Open Evening.
 » Advice & information from Subject Specialists, current & alumni students.
 » UCAS and University websites and admissions information.
 » Sector specific information – Medicine, Law, Veterinary Science, Journalism.

Application
All applications to Oriel Sixth Form are made after an admissions training session 
in PDC. If you are an external applicant please contact Oriel Sixth Form for details 
sixthform@oriel.w-sussex.sch.uk.

Your application will include course choices, predicted grades and also, importantly, 
a personal statement which gives you the opportunity to tell us about your skills, 
attributes, interests and future aspirations.

Admissions Criteria
Oriel Sixth Form Entry Requirement:
 » 5 or more grades 5-9; including equivalents across at least 4 subjects
 » Maths and English Language Grade 4 or above
 » Average Point Score of 3.5

Entry Requirement for A Level courses:
 » 5 or more grades 5-9; including equivalents across at least 5 subjects
 » Maths and English Language Grade 4 or above
 » Average Point Score of 4
 » Maths and Science subjects require APS of 4.75
 » Subject specific requirements are on each page of this prospectus



16 Applied Science
(Edexcel BTEC Level 3)



Why study BTEC Applied Science?
The qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding and competency needed 
if you are considering entering employment in the science sector. You will gain 
grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of study, 
giving you the opportunity to build on these afterwards, or to enter into your first job 
within this sector.

Course Structure
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate is equivalent in size to 1 A Level and 
the Diploma is equivalent to 2 A Levels. Both courses provide a foundation for students 
intending to study further towards a degree. 

Everyone taking the Extended Certificate will study four units, three of which are 
mandatory and one of which is optional. One unit is assessed by an external exam, one 
by an externally set and externally assessed task and two internally set and assessed 
assignments.

Everyone taking the Diploma will study eight units, six of which are mandatory and 
two of which are optional. Two units are assessed via external examinations, one 
via an externally set and assessed task and five through internally set and assessed 
assignments.

Both courses include the following components
 » Principles and applications of science (external exam).
 » Scientific procedures (externally set task).
 » Scientific investigation (internally set assignments).

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE  Maths & English; 2 x 4 in Science.



18 Arts Award Gold
(2018/2020)



Why study Arts Award Gold?
Gold Arts Award develops young people’s creativity, communication, planning, 
teamwork and leadership skills. You can select your art form, any of the Arts, and 
develop your own personal project within that, developing your skills and putting on 
an event. The award is recognised on the UCAS Tariff. This is an enhancement to your 
full time programme of study NOT a core option.

Course Structure
Arts Award Gold will be studied over a two-year period and consist of two units:

 » For Gold Unit 1: personal arts development, young people extend their knowledge 
and skills as artists, explore the professional arts world and form a view on an arts 
issue.

 » For Gold Unit 2, arts project leadership, young people take charge of an arts project, 
build their skills as an effective leader and deliver their project to a public audience.

 » Students work independently but are supported by their advisor. They produce 
highly personal and creative practical work and enjoy the excitement of putting on 
their own arts event.

How will I be assessed?
Evidence is produced for each unit and this is then assessed to achieve the award. 
Evidence is presented in a portfolio and this can be produced digitally or in the 
physical folder or sketchbook.

Entrance Requirements
Students need to be passionate about their art form and preferably be studying an Art 
A Level.



20. Biology
EDExcel Biology B (9BIO)



Why study A Level Biology?
A Level Biology will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of biology.

It covers the key concepts of biology and practical skills are integrated throughout  
the course.

You will learn about the core concepts of biology, the impact of biological research and 
how it links to everyday life. This combination of academic challenge and practical focus 
makes the prospect of studying Biology highly appealing.

Course Structure
 » Content covers 10 discrete topics across the two year A Level covering the main 

themes of Biochemistry, Human Biology and Control Systems, Genetics, Ecology 
and Biodiversity.

 » A Level exam papers: Paper 1: Advanced Biochemistry, Microbiology and Genetics 
(105 minutes), Paper 2: Advanced Physiology, Evolution and Ecology (105 minutes); 
Paper 3: General and Practical Principles in Biology (150 minutes); Practical 
Endorsement in Biology (non-exam assessment).

How will I be assessed?
Students will:
 » Sit 3 external exams worth 100% of the final grade.
 » Undertake a series of 16 core practical activities leading to a practical endorsement 

alongside the final A Level grade achieved. This component does not count towards 
the final grade however, does demonstrate to Universities and employers your 
practical abilities, and the theory of these practical’s are assessed within the exam 
papers, with a major focus in Paper 3.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in English and Maths; 2 x 6 in Science.



22. Business BTEC
(Edexcel Level 3 Extended Certificate (1 A level 
equivalent))
(Edexcel Level 3 Diploma (2 A Levels equivalent))



Why study Business BTEC?
In an increasingly competitive culture it could make you stand out in the crowd. 
Business related topics are amongst the most popular fields of study at universities 
worldwide, particularly at graduate level. You will look at principles of business that 
underpin every organisation, investigating real businesses and how they operate to 
create a true vocational course with skills that can be carried through into a spectrum 
of careers.

Course Structure
Extended certificate (1 A Level)
 » Unit 1:   Exploring Business. (internally assessed)
 » Unit 2:   Developing a Marketing Campaign. (externally assessed)
 » Unit 3:   Personal and Business Finance. (external examination)
 » Unit 8:   Recruitment and Selection Process. (internally assessed)

Diploma (2 A Levels) (all of the above units plus the additional units below)
 » Unit 4:   Managing an Event. (internally assessed)
 » Unit 5:   International Business. (internally assessed)
 » Unit 6:   Principles of Management. (externally assessed)
 » Unit 9:   Team Building in Business. (internally assessed)

How will I be assessed?
Externally assessed examinations, externally assessed tasks & internally assessed units.
Extended Certificate:  4 units. Mandatory content (83%) & External assessment (58%).
Diploma:  8 units. Mandatory content (83%)  &  External assessment (45%).

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE Maths & English; 4 in Business if studied.



24. Business Studies
(AQA A2 Level 7132)



Why study Business?
In an increasingly competitive culture it could help you stand out from the crowd. 
Business related topics are amongst the most popular fields of study at universities 
worldwide, particularly at graduate level where business graduates are in high demand 
worldwide. Business touches on many aspects of modern human society.

Course Structure
 » 1   What is business?
 » 2   Managers, leadership and decision making.
 » 3   Decision making to improve marketing performance.
 » 4   Decision making to improve operational performance.
 » 5   Decision making to improve financial performance.
 » 6   Decision making to improve human resource performance.
 » 7   Analysing the strategic position of a business.
 » 8   Choosing strategic direction.
 » 9   Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies.

How will I be assessed?
A range of assessment methods are used by the programme to ensure that a range of 
academic and practical skills can be assessed effectively. Timed essays, examination 
papers and regular multiple choice tests are the most popular forms of assessment but 
we also balance these more formal methods of assessment with group presentations, 
group discussion and business reviews.

All content will be examined at the end of the two year course and across three papers. 
Each paper will have a two-hour duration, be out of 100 marks and hold a 33.3% 
weighting.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in Business, Maths and English.



26. Chemistry
(Edexcel A Level 9CH01)



Why study Chemistry?
A Level Chemistry is a very well regarded qualification; achieving an A Level in 
Chemistry demonstrates to universities and employers that you possess excellent 
problem solving skills, are able to think and communicate in a logical way and are 
confident in understanding and applying abstract ideas. A Level Chemistry will allow 
you to make sense of the molecular world around you and understand why chemical 
reactions happen as they do. A Level Chemistry is the only A Level required for 
entrance to medicine at University.

Course Structure
 » Content covers 19 discrete Chemistry topics across the two year A Level covering 

the three main themes of Chemistry; Inorganic, Organic and Physical.

How will I be assessed?
 » A Level exam papers: Advanced inorganic and Physical Chemistry (105 minutes), 

Advanced organic and Physical Chemistry (105 minutes), General and practical 
principles in Chemistry (150 minutes).

 » Undertake a series of 12 core practical activities leading to a practical endorsement 
alongside the final A Level grade achieved. This does not count towards the final 
grade however does demonstrate to Universities and employers your practical 
abilities.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in English and Maths; 2 x 6 in Science.



28. Computer Science
(OCR A Level H446)



Why study Computer Science?
Computing influences every aspect of our lives, whether we realise it or not. Although 
there may be many who can use computers and understand their impact on society, 
there continues to be a shortage of professionals who understand how computers 
actually work. How does a computer work internally? How is data represented in 
a computer? How do computers communicate with each other? What algorithms 
should be used to solve a problem? How do you design a computer program? If you are 
intrigued by these questions then Computer Science may be the course for you.

Course Structure
Unit 01:  Computer Systems
 » The characteristics of contemporary 

processors, input, output and storage devices.
 » Data types, data structures and algorithms.
 » Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues.

Unit 02:  Algorithms and Programming
 » Elements of computational thinking.
 » Algorithms to solve problems and standard algorithms.

Unit 03:  Programming Project
 » You will choose a computing problem to work through whereby you create a 

solution for a client of your choice.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level is assessed through two 2h 30min written examinations, each worth 40% 
of the final grade. The programming project accounts for 20% of the A Level.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in computing and Grade 6 in Maths.

 » Software and software 
development.

 » Exchanging data.

 » Problem solving and programming.



30. Drama & Theatre
(Edexcel A Level 9DR0)



Why study Drama?
No matter where you want to go in life, study in the arts will help enable you to 
get there. The journey of exploration and creation is central to work in all areas of 
society, and Drama will help you develop these skills in a highly creative and practical 
environment. 

Through the course you will develop your skills of teamwork, creativity, time 
management, independence as well as developing your theoretical and practical 
understanding of what makes this multi-billion dollar industry tick.

Course Structure
Component 1:  Devising (*Component Code: 9DR0/01)
Content overview:  (40% of the qualification)
 » Devise an original performance piece.
 » Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.
 » Centre choice of text and practitioner.
 » Performer or designer routes available.

Component 2:  Text in Performance (*Component Code: 9DR0/02)
Content overview:  (20% of the qualification)
 » A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text.
 » A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract 

from a different performance text.
 » Centre choice of performance texts.

Component 3:  Theatre Makers in Practice (*Paper Code: 9DR0/03)
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes;  (40% of the qualification)
 » Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation.
 » Section B: Page to Stage: Realising a Performance Text.
 » Section C: Interpreting a Performance Text.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in Maths & English.



32. Economics
(Edexcel A Level Economics A 9EC0)



Why study Economics?
Economics is a well respected A Level that provides you with key transferable skills 
such as: analytical; communication and numerical skills, which both universities and 
employers look for in candidates. Many students that study Economics A Level enjoy 
the subject and carry on to study it further at university. This can lead to careers 
in many different areas including economic policy, government, finance, banking, 
trading, financial journalism, risk analysis or research.

Course Structure
A Level Economics is split into two units in both years: microeconomics & 
macroeconomics.

Microeconomics: these units focus on the decisions made by individuals and firms 
along with the role of markets and market failure. Topics covered include: scarcity and 
choice, how competitive markets work, competition and power, labour markets, market 
failure and government intervention.

Macroeconomics: these units focus on the wider economy at a domestic and 
global level. You will learn to understand decisions that are made by governments, 
institutions, firms and households collectively and their consequences on the 
indicators of economic performance for any country. Topics covered include: 
aggregate demand and aggregate supply, economic policy objectives, indicators of 
macroeconomic performance, application of economic policy, global context and 
financial sector.

How will I be assessed?
A Level assessment: 3 examinations (120 minutes each). The examinations contain a 
mixture of multiple choice, data response and essay questions.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 or higher in GCSE Maths and English.



34. English Language
(Edexcel A Level 9EN0)



Why study English Language?
A Level English Language is a diverse course that explores the ways in which language 
is affected by factors such as gender, class, ethnicity and purpose. During the course, 
you will be given the opportunity to critically examine both spoken and written 
language as well as investigate an area of language that appeals to you. Alongside the 
analytical elements of English Language, you will also craft your own creative pieces, 
applying your knowledge of language to your own work.

Course Structure
 » Language & Identity: how personality, class, gender & ethnicity affects language use.
 » Language Variation over Time: the origins of English and how it has changed.
 » Language Acquisition: how children learn to speak, read and write.
 » Creating & crafting language: composing texts for different audiences and functions.
 » Language & Attitudes: exploring attitudes and controversial theories surrounding 

language use and development.
 » Investigating Language: Study of the following topics: Gender, Global English, 

Regional Language Variation, Power, Journalism followed by individual research of 
one of these.

 » Coursework: two pieces of creative writing in the same form but produced for 
different audiences and/or purposes along with a detailed analytical commentary. 

How will I be assessed?
Regular assessments and essays set as independent work and in class.
 » Paper 1:  Language Variation - 2 hours 15 minutes.
 » Paper 2:  Child Language - 1 hour.
 » Paper 3:  Investigating Language - 1 hour 45 minutes.
 » Coursework is worth 20% of your final grade.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English.



36. English Literature
(Edexcel A Level 9ET0)



Why study English Literature?
Studying English Literature will enable you to discuss and explore issues which have 
occupied our greatest writers. In this course you will engage with how contemporary 
and influential writers present a range of conceptual ideas, such as what it means to be 
human, how we define good and evil, the impact of gender upon our lives and where 
power is maintained in society. English Literature also demonstrates to universities 
and employers that you are able to think perceptively, write fluently and discuss 
matters intelligently. Ultimately, English Literature is about enjoying, studying and 
unpicking excellent works and so, if you love reading, you should take this course.

Course Structure
 » Prose: comparing two novels that share a wider theme including one from pre 

1900s. Themes include Science and Society. 
 » Poetry: studying Poems of the Decade Anthology.
 » Poetry: studying a specified poet.
 » Drama: analysing a play such as Dr Faustus.
 » Drama: analysing a Shakespeare play such as Hamlet.
 » Coursework: an essay comparing two texts of your choice.

Independent study commitment (approximately 4 hours per week or as advised by 
teacher) which will require you to complete your own reading of the texts alongside 
academic and critical readings, essay writing and developing presentations.

How will I be assessed?
Regular assessments and essays set as independent work and in class. Examination 
assessment of Poetry, Drama and Prose. Coursework comparison of two literary texts 
of your own choice.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English.



38. Fine Art
(Edexcel A Level 9AD0)



Why study Fine Art?
The A level Fine Art course will enable you to build and develop on the creative skills 
that you learnt at GCSE. You will have the opportunity to learn new painting and 
drawing techniques and have the freedom to experiment with and develop your own 
ideas. Studying an art course helps you to learn how to make sense of the visual world 
around you, how to think creatively and how to communicate your ideas to others, as 
well as giving you the confidence to express yourself to a range of audiences. All these 
skills will be useful whatever career path you decide to follow. Many students go on to 
study an Art Foundation course or Art and Design related degree course at University.

Course Structure
Component 1:  Personal Investigation (coursework) 60%
 » Part 1: Practical work - from personal starting points. Students submit - supporting 

studies. Personal outcome(s).
 » Part 2: Personal Study.

Component 2: Externally set Assignment (exam) 40%
Externally set, broad based theme released to teachers and students on 1st February. 
Sustained focus period of 15 hours controlled assignment in which students create 
final response(s) to a theme.
 » Students submit: Preparatory studies. Practical outcomes.

How will I be assessed?
Your work for will be marked using four assessment objectives.
AO1 Develop       AO2 Refine       AO3 Record       AO4 Present

You will have regular feedback and assessment sessions to help you to add to improve 
your work. Final marks for each unit are submitted at the very end of the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in an Art/Design subject.



40. French
(AQA A Level French 7652)



Why study French?
As countries become ever more interconnected, the ability to engage in cross-cultural 
communication will grow ever more important. Learning another language will open 
the door to another culture and enhance your career opportunities in the increasingly 
global economy. Having strong skills in another language may give you an edge when 
applying for a job. 

Interested in health care delivery? Spanish may be very useful when treating 
Spanish-speaking patients. Curious about African history? You better learn French to 
study the key sources. Intrigued by European politics? You could be following today’s 
news in the German press.

All in all, studying a foreign language strengthens your intellectual profile and will 
make you more competitive in whatever career you pursue.

Course Structure
 » 1.  Social issues and trends.
 » 2.  Political and artistic culture.
 » 3.  Works - critical essay based on a text/book.
 » 4.  Individual Research Project.

How will I be assessed?
 » Component 1 (40%) Listening/reading/translations into English and into French.
 » Component 2 (30%) Critical essay on a prescribed film and literary essay on a book.
 » Component 3 (30%) Speaking- Discussion of stimulus cards and research project.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in French.



42. Further Mathematics
(Edexcel A Level 9FM0)



Why study Further Mathematics?
Further Maths offers the chance to study areas of mathematics that have proven to be 
challenging and rewarding for A Level Maths students. It will give you the opportunity 
to broaden and deepen your knowledge and understanding beyond the standard 
A Level. It also makes the transition to mathematically rich degree courses much 
smoother. This includes courses such as Engineering, Science, Computing and Finance. 
Taking just an AS in Further Maths is a common choice and is recommend for many 
STEM courses, not only because of the introduction to topics such as matrices and 
complex numbers, but because it distinguishes you from other students in your field.

Course Structure
A Level Further Mathematics consists of four units:
 » Further Pure Mathematics 1 - 1.5 hour written exam - 75 marks - 25% of A Level
 » Further Pure Mathematics 2 - 1.5 hour written exam - 75 marks - 25% of A Level
 » Optional Module - 1.5 hour written exam - 75 marks - 25% of A Level
 » Optional Module - 1.5 hour written exam - 75 marks - 25% of A Level

For the optional modules there is the choice of:
 » Further Pure Mathematics 3, Further Pure Mathematics 4, Further Statistics 1, 

Further Statistics 2, Further Mechanics 1, Further Mechanics 2, Further Decision 1, 
Further Decision 2.

How will I be assessed?
A range of homework tasks and assessments will be used during the course to ensure 
success in the final examination. You will have independent tasks which you will mark 
and we will check, assessed end of topic homework tasks and Key Assessments (PPEs) 
throughout the course to check understanding and give you areas for development.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 7 in Maths.



44. Geography
(AQA A Level 7037)



Why study Geography?
There has never been a better or more important time to study geography. With 
growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental 
degradation and social cohesion, geography is one of the most relevant courses you 
could choose to study. Geographers are also highly employable. Whatever your passion 
for the world - fascination with landscapes or concerns about inequality - geography 
will provide you with knowledge and transferable skills that will reward you personally 
and advance you professionally.

Course Structure
The course is split into three physical (water & carbon cycles, coastal systems and 
hazards) and three human (global systems & global governance, changing places and 
population & the environment) units.

The skills content is delivered throughout the course and during four one day fieldwork 
experiences (two days in year 12 and two days in year 13).

How will I be assessed?
 » Two exams both 2 hours and 30 minutes long (40% each) both consisting of 120 

marks. The questions range from multiple choice, short answer, levels of response 
and extended prox.

 » 20% of the A level comprises of an individual investigation based on field work. 
Between 3000 and 4000 words.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in Geography and English.



46. German
(AQA A Level German 7662)



Why study German?
As countries become ever more interconnected, the ability to engage in cross-cultural 
communication will grow ever more important. Learning another language will open 
the door to another culture and enhance your career opportunities in the increasingly 
global economy. Having strong skills in another language may give you an edge when 
applying for a job.

Interested in health care delivery? Spanish may be very useful when treating 
Spanish-speaking patients. Curious about African history? You better learn French to 
study the key sources. Intrigued by European politics? You could be following today’s 
news in the German press.

All in all, studying a foreign language strengthens your intellectual profile and will 
make you more competitive in whatever career you pursue.

Course Structure
 » 1.  Social issues and trends.
 » 2.  Political and artistic culture.
 » 3.  Works - critical essay based on a text/book.
 » 4.  Individual Research Project.

How will I be assessed?
 » Component 1 (40%) Listening/reading/translations into English and into German.
 » Component 2 (30%) Critical essay on a prescribed film and literary essay on a book.
 » Component 3 (30%) Speaking- Discussion of stimulus cards and research project.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in German.



48. Health & Social Care
(Edexcel BTEC Level 3)



Why study BTEC Health and Social Care?
The qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding and competency needed 
when considering entering employment in the health and social care sector. You will 
gain grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of 
study, giving you the opportunity to build on these afterwards, or to enter into your 
first job within this sector.

Course Structure
The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma is equivalent in size to 2 A Levels and is for 
students intending to study further towards a degree, probably in the health and social 
care sector, alongside a further qualification related to their chosen field. The Extended 
Certificate is equivalent in size to one A Level. 

Everyone taking the Diploma will study six mandatory units, covering the following 
content areas:
 » Human Lifespan Development. *
 » Working in Health and Social Care. *
 » Meeting Individual Support Needs. * 

How will I be assessed?
The Diploma will be taught over 720 guided learning hours and has 2 examinations, 
1 set task (external) and 5 units of internally assessed coursework, with practical 
elements included. The Extended Certificate will be taught over 360 guided learning 
hours and has 2 examinations and two units of internally assessed coursework.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE Maths & English; Merit in H&SC if studied.

 » Safe Practice.
 » Research.
 » Public Health.



50. History
(AQA A Level History 7042)



Why study History?
Studying History at advanced level offers chronological breadth, the opportunity to 
study the history of more than one state, and to engage in the deeper understanding 
of religious, social and ethnic diversity. Studying History here at Oriel places a great 
emphasis on the discipline of history, whilst empowering students with the skills and 
independence required to cope with the expectations, transition and challenges of 
undergraduate study. Career pathways include politics, local government, law, and 
archaeology. University options could include International Studies, Media, Journalism, 
Politics and other History-related degrees.

Course Structure
 » Component 0:  Historical Knowing, Thinking and Writing (Oriel designed course on 

historical skills).
 » Component 1:  Breadth Study - Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964.
 » Component 2:  Depth Study - The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007.
 » Component 3: Historical Investigation, Causes of the English Civil War 1558-1642.

How will I be assessed?
 » Component 0 is assessed and marked internally as a ‘high-stakes’ entry assessment. 
 » Components 1 and 2 are assessed entirely through external examinations.
 » Component 3 is assessed internally, and then moderated externally.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in History and English .



52. Information Technology
(Edexcel BTEC Level 3)



Why study BTEC Information Technology?
The qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding and competency needed 
when considering entering employment in the information technology sector. You will 
gain grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of 
study, giving you the opportunity to build on these afterwards, or to enter into your 
first job within this sector.

Course Structure
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate is equivalent in size to 1 A Level. This 
course provides a foundation for students intending to study further towards a degree. 
All students will study four units, three of which are mandatory and one of which is 
optional, covering the following content areas:
 » Information Technology Systems:  Externally assessed by written examination.
 » Creating Systems to Manage Information:  Externally assessed by computer based task.
 » Using Social Media in Business:  Internally assessed through practical tasks and written 

assignments.
 » Website Development:  Internally assessed through practical tasks and written 

assignments.

Students may also opt for a Diploma qualification and would study these additional units:
 » Programming
 » IT Project Management

 » Cyber Security and Incident Management
 » Data Modelling

Please note that the Diploma qualification has not been approved for delivery at time 

of publication.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE Maths & English; 4 in IT if studied.



54. Mathematical Studies
Certificate Level 3



Why Study Level 3 Mathematical Studies?
Level 3 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) is a new qualification designed for students 
who have achieved a grade 4 or above at GCSE.

It helps to develop students’ mathematical skills and thinking and supports courses 
such as A-level Psychology, Sciences and Geography as well as technical and vocational 
qualifications.

This qualification will count as an AS equivalent and is taken over two years with half 
the timetabled lessons of other A level courses.

Course Structure
 » Mathematical Studies is taken over two years and is equivalent to an AS 

qualification. 
 » Course content focuses on problem solving and approaches mathematics from an 

applied perspective.

How will I be assessed?
Homework tasks and PPEs will help to focus your attention on areas of strength and 
development over the course of the two years in which you will be studying. There will 
be a final written external examination at the end of year 13 to determine your overall 
grade.

There is no coursework with Mathematical Studies.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 or above in GCSE mathematics.



56. Mathematics
(Edexcel A Level 9MA0)



Why study Mathematics?
The study of maths is the study of patterns and problem solving. It will give you 
the tools to approach a varity of careers and situations with confidence. It shows 
universities and enmployers you are versatile and capable. Mathematics is embeddded 
in he world around us. 

Maths is the basis of many future career paths, (engineering, finance, science, 
computing) and is recognised by the Russell Group Universities as an important, 
facilitating subject. Of the 60 most popular degree courses 28 require Maths and an 
additional 9 recommend it. This includes courses such as Aeronautical Engineering, 
Medicine and Architecture. Additionally, students who study maths go on to earn 
approximately 10-15% more over their lifetime that others.

Course Structure
A Level Maths will be studied over a two-year period which consist of three units:
 » Pure Mathematics 1 - 2 hour written exam - 100 marks - 33.3% of A Level.
 » Pure Mathematics 2 - 2 hour written exam - 100 marks - 33.3% of A Level.
 » Statistics and Mechanics - 2 hour written exam - 100 marks - 33.3% of A Level.

How will I be assessed?
A range of homework tasks and assessments will be used during the course to ensure 
success in the final examination. You will have independent tasks which you will mark 
and we will check, assessed end of topic homework tasks and Key Assessments (PPEs) 
throughout the course to check understanding and give you areas for development.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in Maths.



58. Media Studies
(AQA A Level 2571)



Why study Media Studies?
We live at a time when the media is playing an ever-greater role in our lives, expanding 
our knowledge, dominating our work and our leisure and increasingly influencing our 
thinking and ideas. This is a course that will help you to understand how the media 
industries work, applying theory to contemporary and classic texts and developing 
your analytical and creative abilities extensively. Through exploring  debates such as 
the ethics of journalism, the rise of social networking and the shift towards a society 
as eager to create media as to consume it, you will gain a critical insight into some of 
the key issues of our age.

Course Structure
The course is divided into three units, two academic and theory-based and the third 
involving practical production within print, moving image or digital media. Through 
10 hours a fortnight of taught content led by experienced Media teachers students 
will learn the key theories, analytical frameworks and discursive skills required for 
the examinations, with both years involving the close study of a range of media texts 
alongside the development of a range of technical and creative skills.

How will I be assessed?
 » Paper 1: Media Language and Representations – a two hour written exam carrying 

84 marks, or 35% of the A Level
 » Paper 2: In-Depth Study – a two hour written exam, carrying 84 marks, or 35% of 

the A Level
 » Non-exam Assessment: Creating a Media Product – a practical production task 

carrying 72 marks, or 30% of A Level
 » Timed essays, presentations, exam papers and practical production tasks will be 

used regularly within the classroom to test your knowledge and ability throughout 
the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in Film Studies (if taken) and English.



60. Music Practitioners
(RSL Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma for Music Practitioners)



Why study Music Practitioners?
The Music Practitioners course gives you the flexibility and diversity to study a range 
of different areas within the music industry, as well as giving you the skills in a focus 
of your choice. You gain an insight into how the music industry works and gain the 
confidence to be able to apply yourself within it. The Music industry is constantly 
changing and an incredible industry and we want you to have the skills to access that.

Course Structure
Students will select a pathway from Technology, Performing and Composing. For each 
pathway there are compulsory units listed below:
 » Technology – Live Sound Recording and Sound Reinforcement
 » Performance – Rehearsal and Performance
 » Composition – Composing Styles and Music Sequencing.

All of the above are externally assessed. All students will also complete the Planning a 
Career in Music unit which is internally assessed. 

As well as the above, students will then select from a list of optional units which are 
divided into the following areas:
 » Composing
 » Contextual Studies
 » Dance in Popular Music

 » Live Music Production
 » Music Business
 » Music Facilitation

 » Music Performance
 » Music Technology
 » Practical Musicianship 

All the units of work will require elements of independent study.

How will I be assessed?
External assessments are in the form of task-based controlled assessments. These 
are assignments set by industry practitioners and marked by RSL. You will be given 
preparation time in controlled conditions before the final assessment. There is a retake 
opportunity for the external assessments.  
Internal assessments are marked by staff using the criteria set by RSL. All work must 
be evidenced appropriately for the unit of work. 

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE Maths & English; 4 in Music if studied.



62. Photography
(Edexcel A Level 9PY0)



Why study Photography?
The A level Photography course will enable you to build and develop on the creative 
skills that you learnt during Art GCSE. You will have the opportunity to learn how to 
use a camera and a variety of editing and dark room techniques and have the freedom 
to experiment with and develop your own ideas. Studying Photography helps you 
to learn how to make sense of the visual world around you, how to think creatively 
and how to communicate your ideas to others. Many students go on to study an Art 
Foundation course or a Photography or Media related degree course at University.

Course Structure
Component 1:  Personal Investigation (coursework) 60%
 » Part 1: Practical work - from personal starting points. Students submit - supporting 

studies. Personal outcome(s).
 » Part 2: Personal Study.

Component 2:  Externally set Assignment (exam) 40%
Externally set, broad based theme released to teachers and students on 1st February.
Sustained focus period of 15 hours controlled assignment in which students create 
final response(s) to a theme.
 » Students submit: Preparatory studies. Practical outcomes.

How will I be assessed?
Your work for will be marked using four assessment objectives.
AO1 Develop       AO2 Refine       AO3 Record       AO4 Present

You will have regular feedback and assessment sessions to help you to add to improve 
your work. Final marks for each unit are submitted at the very end of the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in an Art/Design subject.



64. Physical Education
(OCR A Level H555)



Why study Physical Education?
Studying Physical Education will give you a fantastic insight into the world of sports 
performance. Not only will you have the chance to perform or coach a sport through 
the non-exam assessment component, you will also develop a wide-ranging knowledge 
into the how and why of physical activity and sport. The combination of physical 
performance and academic challenge, will help you to learn how to improve your own or 
others’ performance. This complete grounding in the subject provides a fantastic base 
for you to build when you move on to higher education, employment or further training.

Course Structure
Physiological Factors Affecting Performance:
 » Anatomy and Physiology - parts of the body.
 » Exercise Physiology - the body systems.
 » Biomechanics - how the body moves.

Psychological Factors Affecting Performance:
 » Skill Acquisition - how we learn skills.
 » Sports Psychology - how we think in sport.

Socio-cultural and Contemporary Issues:
 » Sport, Society and Technological Influences - how sport in the modern age is driven 

and how it affects all around it.
Performance Within Physical Education:
 » Performance or Coaching Practical . 
 » E API.

How will I be assessed?
 » 70% examination (3 exams at the end of the course).
 » 30% Internally Assessed; Externally Moderated Performances.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English, Maths and PE.



66. Physics
(AQA A Level 7408)



Why study Physics?
A Level Physics opens the doors to many degrees and careers. All the technology 
that surrounds us is based on the principles of physics, so if you are considering 
working in any area related to technology from music to medicine, or lasers to 
law – studying physics is an essential first step. Achieving an A Level in Physics 
demonstrates to universities and employers that you possess excellent problem 
solving skills, are able to think and communicate in a logical way and are confident 
in understanding and applying abstract ideas.

Course Structure
 » Content covers a range of Physics topics; in Year 12 you will study Mechanics, 

Particles, Waves, Matter and Electricity. In Year 13 you will study Periodic 
Motion, Thermal Physics, Fields, Nuclear Physics and Astrophysics.

How will I be assessed?
Students will:
 » Sit 3 external exams with 100% of the final grade for A Level. Exams will 

include long and short answer questions as well as some multiple choice tasks.
 » Undertake a series of 12 core practical activities leading to a practical 

endorsement alongside the final A Level grade achieved. This does not 
count towards the final grade however does demonstrate to Universities and 
employers your practical abilities.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in English and Maths; 2 x 6 in Science.



68. Politics
(AQA A Level Politics 7152)



Why study Politics?
The course will allow you to explore the nature of politics and how people engage in 
the political processes in the UK and USA. You will analyse and evaluate comparative 
politics between the UK and USA governments, finding similarities and differences 
between their structures, processes and systems. You will also have a chance to 
examine the benefits and disadvantages of a wide-range of political ideologies that 
underpin and are present in the world today. Studying Politics at Oriel will allow you 
to find and refine your ‘political voice’, as well as give you opportunities to strengthen 
your ability to argue in a range of political discourses. Students who have studied 
Politics often go onto work in the media, civil service, work for pressure groups, 
business and of course into the ever-changing political sphere.

Course Structure
 » Introduction to studying Politics. 
 » Paper 1: UK Politics 
 » Paper 2: UK Government 
 » Paper 3: Comparative Politics. Change exam marks from 77 to 84

How will I be assessed?
 » Introduction programme is assessed and marked internally as a ‘high-stakes’ entry 

assessment
 » Three written exams (2 hours each, each worth 77 marks, each weighted at 33.3% of 

final A-Level)
 » Questions a mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English.



70. Product Design
(AQA A Level 2551)



Why study Product Design?
Have you ever wondered what designers actually do? Have you ever wondered how 
things move or work? Have you ever wondered how a product continues to stay popular 
in the market place? 
This course is ideally suited to anyone who wants to pursue a career in the world of 
design. Whether your interests lie in fashion, car deign or anything in between, if you 
have some creative flair and the ability to work with materials to develop real products 
or prototypes this is the course for you. The course has been designed to encourage 
candidates to take a broad view of design and technology, to develop their capacity to 
design and make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, 
materials, manufacture and marketing. 

Course Structure
During the two year course, you will study a range of materials. You will develop 
a technical understanding of how products function and how they are made to 
appropriately support the design and manufacture of your own design solutions. You 
will learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world 
we live in. You will identify market needs and opportunities for new products, initiate 
and develop design solutions, and make and test prototypes/products. You will develop 
your subject knowledge, including how a product can be developed through the stages 
of prototyping, realisation and commercial manufacture. You will develop a critical 
mind through enquiry and problem solving, exploration, creation and evaluation of 
iterative designs.

How will I be assessed?
 » A non-examined ‘Iterative Design Project’ is a substantial design, make and 

evaluate project centred on the iterative processes of explore, create and evaluate. It 
is worth 50% of the A Level qualification.

 » The ‘Principles’ examination paper is worth 26.7% (80 marks) of the A Level. The 
paper is 1 hour 30 minutes long. 

 » The ‘Problem Solving’ paper is worth 23.3% (70 marks) of the A Level. The paper is 
1 hour 45 minutes long.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in a technology subject.



72. Psychology
(AQA A Level 7182)



Why study Psychology?
A Level Psychology will give you an insight into a whole range of human behaviours. 
It is a very broad subject that includes a spectrum of approaches from the biological 
functioning of the brain to psychodynamic view of the unconscious mind. It brings 
together an understanding of the scientific method with the ability to form extended 
discussions on a topic. Not many subjects require you develop these two skills which 
are hugely desirable for a number of courses and careers.

Course Structure
 » Content covers 11 topics in total. 
 » In Year 12 you will study introductory topics in psychology; social influence, 

memory, attachment and psycholpathology. 
 » In Year 13 you will study Psychology in context and Issues in Psychology including 

gender, aggression, eating beahiour and biopsychology.

How will I be assessed?
Psychology is 100% exam based.
For A level Psychology students will sit three exams which each last two hours; these 
are sat at the end of the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in English and Maths; 2 x 5 in Science.



74. Religious Studies
(OCR A Level H573)



Why study Philosophy and Ethics?
‘Many people would sooner die than think; in fact, they do so.’ Bertrand Russell

Religious Studies focuses on philosophical and scientific issues pertinent to a religious 
world view. In this course we will be asking challenging philosophical questions such 
as ‘What is the nature and value of human life’. In fact, studying this course will enable 
pupils to engage with the most radical questions it is possible to ask, such as: ‘Why is 
there anything at all?’ As well as Ethical Questions such as ‘can we really say anything is 
good?’ and ‘Is moral judgement just a matter of opinion?

Many students who study Philosophy do go on to degrees in Philosophy at university, 
however it also leads well into many other areas of study. Common pathways are Law, 
Journalism, Politics, Medicine and Broadcasting.

Course Structure
Religious Studies will be taught over a two-year period leading to three final exams, 
each two hours in length: 
 » Paper one:  Philosophy of Religion 33.3%
 » Paper two:  Religion and Ethics 33.3%
 » Paper three:  Developments in Religious thought 33.3%

How will I be assessed?
Each two-hour exam consists of four essay questions of which you will answer three. In 
light of this essay writing is the main style of assessment for this course. Over the two 
years you will be taught to develop your essay writing skills to an incredibly high level.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English.



76. Sociology
(AQA A Level 7192)



Why study A Level Sociology?
Sociology is a subject that equips students with a range of skills that will complement 
their other academic subjects. Students will learn ti write academically, communicate 
effectively, interpret information, think critically and problem solve. These skills 
transfer well in to to world of work or in to further study. Sociologists go on to work 
injournalism, the law, public relations, human resourcses, market research and social 
and youth work.

Course Structure
A Level Sociology will be studied over a two-year period which consist of three units:
 » Paper 1:  Education with theory and methods - 2 hour written exam - 80 marks - 

33.3% of A Level.
 » Paper 2: Topics in Sociology- Section A Family and Section B Beliefs in Society
 » Paper 3:  Crime with theory and methods - 2 hours written exam - 80 marks - 

33.3% of A Level.

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed in a range of ways; revisiting the curriculum at intervals 
throughout the year. -Multiple choice Questiosn -End of topic knowledge tests - Short 
and long answer exam questions - timed past papers.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in English.



78. Spanish
(AQA A Level Spanish 7692)



Why study Spanish?
As countries become ever more interconnected, the ability to engage in cross-cultural 
communication will grow ever more important. Learning another language will open 
the door to another culture and enhance your career opportunities in the increasingly 
global economy. Having strong skills in another language may give you an edge when 
applying for a job. 

Interested in health care delivery? Spanish may be very useful when treating 
Spanish-speaking patients. Curious about African history? You better learn French to 
study the key sources.  Intrigued by European politics?  You could be following today’s 
news in the German press. 

All in all, studying a foreign language strengthens your intellectual profile and will 
make you more competitive in whatever career you pursue.

Course Structure
 » 1.  Social issues and trends.
 » 2.  Political and artistic culture.
 » 3.  Works - critical essay based on a text/book.
 » 4.  Individual Research Project.

How will I be assessed?
 » Component 1 (40%) Listening/reading/translations into English and into Spanish.
 » Component 2 (30%) Critical essay on a prescribed film and literary essay on a book.
 » Component 3 (30%) Speaking- Discussion of stimulus cards and research project.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 6 in Spanish.



80. Sport and Physical Activity
(Cambridge Technical Level 3)



Why study Sport and Physical Activity?
The Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Sport and Physical Activity has been 
developed to meet the changing needs of the sector, and prepare you for the challenges 
you will face in university or employment. Designed in collaboration with experts 
spanning the breadth of the sector, the Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in 
Sport and Physical Activity focuses on the knowledge, understanding and skills that 
today’s universities and employers demand. You will practically apply your knowledge 
and skills in preparation for further study or the workplace.

This course is equivalent to one A Level and is completed over two years.

Course Structure
 » Unit 1:  Body Systems and the Effects of Physical Activity - External Exam - 

January.
 » Unit 2:  Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership - Internal Controlled Assessment.
 » Unit 8:  Organisation of a Sports Event - Internal Coursework.
 » Unit 3: Sports Organisation and Development - External Exam - January.
 » Unit 18: Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activity - Internal Coursework.

How will I be assessed?
 » Two units are assessed by written exam; one in Year 1, and one in Year 2.
 » The Year 1 exam is on Unit 1: Body Systems and the Effects of Physical Activity; the 

exam is a 90 minute written exam consisting of multiple choice, short answer, and 
long answer questions.

 » The Year 2 exam is on Unit 3: Sports  Organisation and Development; the exam is a 
60 minute written exam consisting of short answer, and long answer questions.

 » Each exam will be sat in January of each year of study, with a chance to re-sit in 
June.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE Maths & English; 4 in PE if studied.



82. Textile Design
(Edexcel A Level 9TE0)



Why study Textiles Design AS?
The A level Textiles Design course will enable you to build and develop on the creative 
skills that you learnt at GCSE. You will have the opportunity to study new drawing 
and fabric manipulation techniques and have the freedom to experiment with and 
develop your own ideas. Studying an art course helps you to learn how to make sense 
of the visual world around you, how to think creatively and how to communicate your 
ideas to others, as well as giving you the confidence to express yourself to a range of 
audiences. Many students go on to study an Art Foundation course or Textiles Design 
or Fashion related degree course at University.

Course Structure
Component 1:  Personal Investigation (coursework) 60%
 » Part 1: Practical work - from personal starting points. Students submit - supporting 

studies. Personal outcome(s).
 » Part 2: Personal Study.

Component 2: Externally set Assignment (exam) 40%
Externally set, broad based theme released to teachers and students on 1st February
Sustained focus period of 15 hours controlled assignment in which students create 
final response(s) to a theme.
 » Students submit: Preparatory studies. Practical outcomes.

How will I be assessed?
Your work for will be marked using four assessment objectives.
AO1 Develop       AO2 Refine       AO3 Record       AO4 Present

You will have regular feedback and assessment sessions to help you to add to improve 
your work. Final marks for each unit are submitted at the very end of the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in an Art/Design subject.



84. Three Dimensional Design
(Edexcel A Level 9TD0)



Why study Three Dimensional Design?
The A level 3D course will enable you to build and develop on the creative skills that 
you learnt at GCSE. You will have the opportunity to learn new clay and construction 
techniques and have the freedom to experiment with and develop your own ideas. 
Studying an art course helps you to learn how to make sense of the visual world around 
you, how to think creatively and how to communicate your ideas to others, as well as 
giving you the confidence to express yourself to a range of audiences. All these skills 
will be useful whatever career path you decide to follow. Many students go on to study 
an Art Foundation course or 3D related degree course at University.

Course Structure
Component 1:  Personal Investigation (coursework) 60%
 » Part 1: Practical work - from personal starting points. Students submit - supporting 

studies. Personal outcome(s).
 » Part 2: Personal Study.

Component 2: Externally set Assignment (exam) 40%
Externally set, broad based theme released to teachers and students on 1st February
Sustained focus period of 15 hours controlled assignment in which students create 
final response(s) to a theme.
 » Students submit: Preparatory studies. Practical outcomes.

How will I be assessed?
Your work for will be marked using four assessment objectives.
AO1 Develop       AO2 Refine       AO3 Record       AO4 Present

You will have regular feedback and assessment sessions to help you to add to improve 
your work. Final marks for each unit are submitted at the very end of the course.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 5 in an Art/Design subject.



86. Extended Project Qualification
(AQA Level 3 7993)



Why study EPQ?
In an increasingly competitive culture it could help you stand out from the crowd. The 
EPQ is well respected by universities who admire the level of independent study that 
a successful outcome requires; it helps you to develop those skills that are essential to 
undergraduate success. For those not planning to go to university the EPQ can be a 
great way to demonstrate to potential employers or apprenticeship providers that you 
have drive and genuine commitment to a profession or industry.

Course Structure
 » 120 guided learning hours throughout the Autumn and Spring Terms of Year 13.
 » 30 hours of taught ‘skills content’ including research skills; ICT skills; project 

management skills; the format and structure of accepted academic forms of 
research report; referencing, the evaluation of sources and the prevention of 
plagiarism; and presentation skills.

 » Fortnightly supervision meetings with a member of staff.
 » Independent study commitment (approximately 3-4 hours per week).

How will I be assessed?
Students will:
 » Choose an area of interest.
 » Draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre.
 » Plan, research and carry out the project.
 » Deliver a presentation to a non-specialist audience
 » Provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for 

assessment.

Entrance Requirements
Grade 4 in Maths.
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