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GCSE (9-1) Ancient History Curriculum Overview & ANCIENT HISTORY

The intent of the GCSE Ancient History curriculum is to provide students with an understanding of key military, political,

What is the religious, social, and cultural developments in the ancient world. The curriculum covers the rise and impact of the

Persian Empire, the foundations of Rome, the life and campaigns of Alexander the Great, and the life and influence

Curriculum Intent? of Cleopatra. These topics aim to develop students’ historical knowledge, critical thinking, and ability to analyse

ancient sources within their historical context.

How does the curriculum build on that from KS3 History?

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills?

¢ Introducing New Contexts for Power and Authority: Building on the
understanding of power dynamics from KS3, GCSE Ancient History
examines how rulers like Alexander the Great and Cleopatra
exerted and maintained their authority.

e Exploring Conflict, Warfare, and Cooperation in Ancient Settings:
While KS3 covered conflicts like the First World War, Ancient History
looks at ancient battles and diplomatic relations, such as the
campaigns of Alexander the Great and the political manoeuvring
of Cleopatra.

¢ Analysing Ideas, Attitudes, and Beliefs: The curriculum explores
ancient ideologies, religious practices, and cultural beliefs,
examining how they influenced events and shaped societal norms.

¢ Examining Identity and Migration: By studying the Persian Empire
and the expansion of Rome, students analyse how historical events
shaped identities, including nationality and cultural affiliations, and
examine patterns of migration and displacement.

Engage with Historical Enquiry: Through the study of topics like the
rise of the Persian Empire, students learn to engage with historical
enquiry, ask questions, and develop well-substantiated conclusions
based on ancient evidence.

Analyse the Impact of Individuals and Events: The curriculum helps
students understand how individuals like Alexander the Great and
Cleopatra influenced the course of history, enhancing their ability
to analyse leadership and decision-making.

Evaluate Ancient Sources: Students engage with the problematic
nature of ancient sources, learning to assess their reliability and
context, which is essential for constructing accurate historical
narratives.

Prepare for Further Study and Careers: The skills developed in GCSE
Ancient History, including critical thinking and source analysis, are
valuable for further academic study and a range of careers.




How does the GCSE Ancient History curriculum align
with the History National Curriculum?

How does the curriculum align with the Department’s
Curriculum Intent?

e Covering Significant Historical Events and Themes: The curriculum

includes studies of the Persian Empire, the foundations of Rome,
Alexander the Great, and Cleopatra, ensuring students gain
knowledge of key events and developments in the ancient world.
Promoting Historical Enquiry: Students engage with questions about
ancient societies and leaders, analysing evidence and developing
their understanding of historical context.

Supporting SMSC Development: The curriculum explores the cultural
and religious practices of ancient civilizations and the ethical
implications of their actions, fostering students' spiritual, moral,
social, and cultural development.

Student-Centred Learning and Individual Needs: The GCSE Ancient
History curriculum engages students with diverse interests and
abilities, providing differentiated resources and support to ensure all
students can succeed.

Lifelong Learning and Preparedness: The focus on understanding
ancient history and its impact on later periods prepares students for
lifelong learning and engagement with contemporary issues.

Broad and Balanced Curriculum: The curriculum covers a wide
range of topics from different ancient civilisations; from the rise of
the Persian Empire to the life of Cleopatra, providing students with a
comprehensive understanding of different historical periods and
themes.

Coherent and Sequential Learning: The curriculum builds on KS3,
ensuring that learning is coherent and progressively prepares
students for further historical study.

Cultural Capital and Learning Beyond the Classroom: The inclusion
of topics such as the life of Alexander the Great and the foundation
of Rome enriches students' cultural understanding and appreciation
of the historical context of contemporary issues.

What are the Assessment Objectives?
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Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of

Analyse and explain historical events

the key features and characteristics of the
historical periods studied.

and historical periods to arrive at
substantiated judgements.

Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical
context to make judgements and draw conclusions about:

« historical events and historical periods studied
« how the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to
the historical contexts in which they were written/produced.
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Additional reading for
enjoyment, enhancement
and extension:

What is studied in the GCSE (9-1) Ancient History curriculum?

Students have five lessons a fortnight as one of their option choices to study GCSE Ancient History.

Paper 1: Greece
and Persia

Compulsory period
study

Paper 2: Rome and
its neighbours

Compulsory longer
period study

Paper 1: Greece
and Persia

Chosen Depth
Study

Paper 2: Rome and
its neighbours

Chosen Depth
Study

The Persian Empire,
559-465 BC

The rise of the Persian Empire under Cyrus the
Great 559-530 BC

Cambyses ll, Smerdis and the accession of
Darius 530-522 BC

The reign of Darius the Great 522-486 BC
Xerxes | and the Greeks 486-465 BC

The foundations of
Rome: from kingship to
republic, 753-440 BC

The legendary kings: Origins of Rome 753-616
BC

The Efruscan kings: 616-509 BC

Origins of the Republic: 509-494 BC

Securing the Republic: 494-440 BC

Alexander the Great,
356-323 BC

Upbringing, character, beliefs and life of
Alexander

Alexander's campaigns: The reasons for his
expedifions and the main baftles
Significant events in Alexander’s life

The Macedonian army under Alexander

Cleopatra: Rome and
Egypt, 69-30 BC

Cleopatra’s life and character

Cleopatra as queen of Egypt, including
political, domestic and foreign policies
Cleopatra’s relationships with Caesar (48-44
BC) and Mark Antony (41-30 BC) and their
political significance

The Battle of Actium and its significance for
Egypt and Rome

Additional support at home

Holland)
e SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome, Mary Beard

e Persian Fire: The First World Empire, Battle for the West: The First World Empire, Battle for the West (Tom

o Alexander the Great: The Truth Behind the Myth, Paul Cartledge

o Cleopaflra: Last Queen of Egypft, Joyce Tyldesley

Textbook & Revision Guides

e OCR Ancient History GCSE Component 1: Greece and Persia (Textbook)

e OCR Ancient History GCSE Component 2: Rome (Textbook)



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Persian-Fire-First-Empire-Battle/dp/0349117179/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_2_2/258-8652396-6422957?pd_rd_w=hQfBK&content-id=amzn1.sym.0e4dd034-f556-4cfb-a108-9f1510ac2efb&pf_rd_p=0e4dd034-f556-4cfb-a108-9f1510ac2efb&pf_rd_r=RYK57YCJTCM1GAWCK3HE&pd_rd_wg=ZZDwz&pd_rd_r=8e969425-634b-4fe1-81a4-ee8d2719bb9e&pd_rd_i=0349117179&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SPQR-History-Ancient-Mary-Beard-ebook/dp/B014T9HKN2/ref=sr_1_8?crid=226HNC76HSVBE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mv0NotoMl-toMkwF6IABl-dWk-a3qTAtxYbtKj0t1Bs8vUOSheCfZu7YykuT4j-KFo-pG6SN4hH6Dxqv2MTLLr2StbHLJiq5Xjd9ApkjNRLb-5_Mt80dJ3oLz_riwVcS2r7SOPfoqIkLWQiBtjHIryjR7DuPERRP3gXhEwW75AlGE-HpcyiKJuE2DogFteMrWO1m_VmxwjXPhHBD0BCW1q6jUZvGX7L8pZydmwlVt0M.fhbMAEz4ukXHcF-U5xnXPGqJ9XPuuTKqSPNDd56QiBU&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Foundations+of+Rome&qid=1724858154&s=books&sprefix=the+foundations+of+rome%2Cstripbooks%2C63&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alexander-Great-Truth-Behind-Myth/dp/1447237196/ref=sr_1_3?crid=24Q7T75H253NG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pocoOuV34VDfXZwWUT42IBwajdhDeWlqUJ_eS35YJC9KfPvAkZKWyz1HK-O8YPQhGpou0pFU3VyRy7ymDGYBOWVfBsJ-5OBV6-VtMFQgzCDVq_sD65-k721tsqR7HzxF0bojpsYohRQ_mcWaYxZD2BHX_c_KtYX690KN-K7c6j86HXtNJaieFu9wcJJFApFETVoa-Wtt1mnXO8BWkBx_T7_pn6oSuiN_JisrsKFjZus.l-hT0DroEjUiO4UegFk5oTjtfK9pTvvMtdiRwCj-TXw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Alexander+the+great&qid=1724858211&s=books&sprefix=alexander+the+grea%2Cstripbooks%2C131&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cleopatra-Queen-Egypt-Joyce-Tyldesley/dp/1861979010/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2UMXR9LK6E9DJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4frCQ2JB83GGytVezkld3rn9xZj_WX1Gl_qGXO0zbCQxp9EEOULIRiulbu4aTJCGUU4r5gRcHBhr5tqihrK46-E374ivtlJJWBA664ZYiUqN7fCfrPVJYxbG_jiz8DB_lWk-X9z5K8VsuDeD5fIfRFjhOd5eUuUg1wbjghJZ57ulAX38AWhSe3JtjS2Q0BX10IY-nxkDVn7YoQbD3T6lznWceZMf72gYJmC6YLsw69s.Cpq4xnMr1efmcVd3f2G3ceHP_iwrJhnzbSyENZBUDBM&dib_tag=se&keywords=Cleopatra&qid=1724858320&s=books&sprefix=cleopatra%2Cstripbooks%2C60&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Ancient-History-GCSE-Component/dp/1350015156/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LG8GQCBL1DYW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4QTAKw9SoOPDD5M7uXpDTLxiUq0-i1IKnLH-epHjGOnfPzF10AbTUyI95lcxHPhmSGgPnNArstkWUiZ-4fTYCUuWiXvheIeWCPo24B2ISbCqs44lW8OxgTYRE2ev9WcAKC1AxMngW9Nl_H4sjQn8Al2s18Ai2cy7pZQhJxHeocQRM7D9UkL1WV9zFAAuOLrhRm0RI5NK1eAEt4_HHvUU3CjHwa8vM6NT0VyF2aGveZ8.EvZi3zOuvaNLaLMqyBf5Y9esVpjU0vN8B43NnkVGwt4&dib_tag=se&keywords=gcse+ancient+history&qid=1724858382&s=books&sprefix=gcse+ancient+history%2Cstripbooks%2C66&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Ancient-History-GCSE-Component/dp/1350015199/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1LG8GQCBL1DYW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4QTAKw9SoOPDD5M7uXpDTLxiUq0-i1IKnLH-epHjGOnfPzF10AbTUyI95lcxHPhmSGgPnNArstkWUiZ-4fTYCUuWiXvheIeWCPo24B2ISbCqs44lW8OxgTYRE2ev9WcAKC1AxMngW9Nl_H4sjQn8Al2s18Ai2cy7pZQhJxHeocQRM7D9UkL1WV9zFAAuOLrhRm0RI5NK1eAEt4_HHvUU3CjHwa8vM6NT0VyF2aGveZ8.EvZi3zOuvaNLaLMqyBf5Y9esVpjU0vN8B43NnkVGwt4&dib_tag=se&keywords=gcse+ancient+history&qid=1724858382&s=books&sprefix=gcse+ancient+history%2Cstripbooks%2C66&sr=1-4

